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PREFACE 


HE firſt Man by Re- 

bellion againis his 

Maker, loft bis In- 

nocence and Felicity , and 
conveyed 4 ſad inheritance of 
Sin aud Miſery to his @ni- 
oy a Progeny : Ewer fanice 
it bas been efteemed a prin- 
cipal part of Wiſdom to pre- 
pare the Minds of Men to 
encounter with innmmerable 
Evils that ſurround thent, 
 A2 and 


 andtopreſerovea well-order'd, 
contented ſiate.of Soul," when 
attually under the preates| 
Affiitions.”- All the famous 
Sophy's of the World, the 
moſt celebrated Profeſſors of 
Patience , could not attain 
to this Skill. T heir conſo- 
latory' Diſcourſes compoſed 
with IVit and Eloquence,are 
like artificial frunts of V/ax, 
that ſeem to ſurpaſs the pro- 
dutFions of Nature, but can 
.only pleaſe the ' fight, and af- 
ford no real refreſhment to 
the taſte: Or, like Rings of 
Steel that are joined by the 
attrattive © virme of the 
Load-ſtome that make aChaih 


fatr 
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fair 10 the Eye, but of no 
ſtrength and uſe. It was in- 
excuſable Ignorance their not 


reſolving T emporal Ewvils to 


their proper. Oraganal, «the _ 


righteous Providence of God. 


T hey erefted ablind & fooliſh 


Power under the title of For- 
tune,to preſedein this Sphere 


of mutability ; they always 71.2. 


5 boaſi of their playing a Prize : 


with Fortune, and triumph Sed tar-. 


F111 CUM 


over a Phantome of their form, 
own Fiftion. T hs Conceit |, 


was both - impious and un- ments 


ommbus 


comfortable; impions,t0 take giriar- 


* 
? 
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the Scepter of Government Fro; 

Fom God's hand;. ani attri- 

bute to that fooliſh Pleaſure 
bin... ag of 


* 
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of Fortune, what is ordered 


Yy his Providence : and un- | 
comfortable, for they fantied- 


their Deity tobe blind with» 


out diſcerning between the 


worthy and unworthy, and in- 
exorable to the complaints 6 
the injured, and the Prayers 


of the miſerable. T he com 


mon T opicks from whence 


they bardned themſetves are, - 


T hat none are exempted in 
this open ſtate from Aﬀtiting 
accidents. the common tri- 
bute of Mankind; that tis in 
vain t0 ſirugele with what 
is irrefſtible, that Death is 
the balm and cloſe of all E.. 
wils. And the beſt of theiy 


moral 


| 
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moral Arguments. for Pati. 
ence under Sufferings, fucb 
as the dignity « Do reaſo- 
mgals Soul; and that nothing 
inferior. to it ſhould have 
power, or i worthy to put it 
mnto confuſzon; that V ertue is 
the nobleſt PerfeFion, and is 
encreas d by the moſt difficult 
Exerciſe ; that 'tis beit to_ 
yield up our ſekves to the Di- 
vine diſpoſal. T heſe Argu- 
ments are with infinite more 
advantage propounded in the 
Sacred Scriptures : and for. 
Chriſtians to attend to the 
inſtruftions of natural Rea- 
ſon, and neglef the Divine 
Revelations of the Goſpel, is 
TW A 4 a 
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a folly like: har uf" the-fallyn. 
Teens of Mexico bo ba- 
wing plenty of Mae the Wake: 
ralwwork of Beek \\yet Wan: 
made uſe" 'of Fire: b; andy to. 
light them in the Ni ohr that, 
afforded a little Lit GT mixt 
with'a: great deal 'Smoak. 
Briefly, they hai but waver- 
the conjehurts of $be.. : furan 
State; ' md the'\recompences 
thttecf, from whence are de: 
rived the moſt powerful Vio- 
Hives" of At ive and*ÞP aſſue 
Obedience to :the command- 
ing and drfpoſmg Will of 
God: Brit in the. Scripture 
are 1 + down1 1n the -6leareit\ 
marmer, ad Fr infallible 


FT 
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org: ſuch Principles.9s 
e" effettual to: compoſe; #þe 
Mind to. patient Suffering; 
andto meet with valiant Re- 
ſolution all the terrible:con- 
A inthe way to Hea- 
-1t declares, that Sin 
une: an. entrance . unto all 
the current adverſities in the 


World, which are the evi- 
dent-frgns of” God's diſplea- 
ſure againſt .it. In anguiſh 
we are apt to diſpute. with 
Providence, and an 1 
nutvon ' of 1 PNOCence ponds 
Dijon: Of thisimpati- 
, . ſome even of the beſt 
Moral Heathens were gnil- 
15} 'Litus\ and Germanicus 
x charged 


The Preface. 
charped the Gods with their... 
untimely, and in their appre- . 
henfion undeſerved Deaths ; 
but the' due ſence of Sin-will 
bumble and quiet the Mind | 
under Sufferings, it direfts. 
us to conſecrate our Sorrows, . 
to turn the flowing Stream 
into the ( hannel of Repen- 
tance. And thus the Paſſion 
of Grief, which, if termina- 
ted on external T roubles, is 
barren and unprofitable, it 
can neither. \retrieve our loſt 
; Comforts, nor remove auy. 

_ oppreſſing Evil; if it be 1m- 
ployed for or offences,  pre+ 

ares us for: Divine Mercy, 


ant is iinfiuitely. beneficial to 
ELLR \ 


mi. 
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ws. Andthus by curing-tbe - 
(auſe: of Afi ions, our 


| Guilt that deſerves them, zve 


take-away the malignity and 


| poiſon of them. T he Word of 


God affures us, that all the 


: perturbations and diſcords 


in the paſſages of our Lives 


| are ordered by bis Wiſdom 


and Will , ſo that without 
extinguiſhing the two eyes of 
Reaſon and Faith, we muſt 
acknowledg bis Providence, 
and obſerve bis deſign in all, 
which is either to excite us 
when guilty of a careleſs neg- 
lett;' or remiſs performance 
of onr Duty; or to reclaim us 
from-' our” excurſions. and de- 

uiations 
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vations from the narrow 
way that leads toLife.Indeed 
there is nothing more common 
nor"more fatal,” than for-af- 
flited perſonsto ſeck by car- 
nal diverſions and contemp- 
tible comforts to- overcome 
their «Melancholy, and the 
ſenſe of Divine Judgments ; 

oe and hereby they. add new 
ws Guilt, and provokemew dif- 
'4 pleaſures. T his preſages and 
accelerates final Ruine ; for 
Juch-whont Afﬀittions do not 
reform,” are left as 2ncorri- 
gible. "v4 \-cy 
But" above\ all encourage- 
-ments,»vhe' Goſpel ſets before 
ies bþ6: Sufferingr. of. our. 'Re- 


YC \\ [4 {IQ \' 3 deemer, 


"The Preface 
deemer , -and-dire&ts all bs 
Diſciples in' ſenceridy to'acs: 
cuſtom themſekves'to'the con+ 
templation\and expettation of 
- JTroubles0n Earth; ut tells 
- [them tis @ branch'of their 
Relip10n, to Suffer with hin: 
tet Nhey may Reign with 
him.* And what 7s more rea- 
onable. than if our $aVIONr. 
endured ſuperlative Suffer- 
ings 'to\ purchaſe Erernal 

lory for ws, that we ſhould 
with'\the ſame Mind bear 
lighter AfflieFions to prepare 
for it If this Principle 
be" 'alrve and” ative'\ in' our 
Breaſts 295 that ' nr" preſent 
AﬀfiiFions ſhall determine 


in 
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we MW. © 9 ARS. TR” Wo 


"The Preface. 
# owr- futxre: Happineſs. , 
when _ ſball =_ 6s | 
Eternity ſucceed ; this will 
encourage w to ſerve God 
with  OHY bei + affections 
when oi days are overcaſt 
with Sorraw; as in 4 bright 
Proſperity '; this will faqure 
our paſſage through a ſtormy, 
were. 4 truly Pacifick Sea, 
kuowrng that Divine Pro* 
vidence always guides, ms t0 
the Port. of eternal Tranqui-lj 
lity: Th# '# the ſubſtance of| 
what is amplified in the fol- 
lowing T reatiſe. end 
there are eMiſeries in the - 


World, -no Diſcourſes are 


more 
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more © ſeaſonable and uſeful 
. than Is that Fri 
/1þ oppreſſng Sorrows, and that 
df enable us with —— 
rf and confeny in all the chan- 
fl ges of this mortal Life,topur- 
t | ſue our eminent End. The 
re Holy Spirit, the great Com- 
yl forter apply theſe Truths to 
it | the Hearts of the Afflified. 
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And) be went-« little further, Na fel 
on bis face, -andprayed,' ſaymg;\.0 
my Father, { it be poſstble,: let this 
Cup paſs from me ; Nevertheleſs, 

not"rag 1 willy buts thou wk el 


4 E- Words are our Savi 
out s Prayer at his private 
-. Pafion in" the Garden. 

In! Paradiſeicwas: the firſt Scene 


fot Aaw's Sin, and .in a Gardena the 
Tos! B _ firſt 
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firſt Scene - of Chriſt's s Sorrows. 
He was now in-the near view 
of his extream Sufferings, the 
fatal hour. approach'd when. be 
was to die with all the concur- 
rent circumſtances of Shame and 
Cruelty. His Nature, was Hu- 
mine and Holy:, and therefore 
apprehenſive of Miſery and the 
Wrath of Ged. In this Exigency 
He fell on bis Face, a poſture of 
_— — with ear- 
$ yt 0 my 
Father, an expreſſion 0 'his fted- 
faſt Truſt in the Love of God : 
If it he\pofsible, not with reſpect to 
his Abſolute Power, for by that 
he could eaſily have pre! elerved 


. him; :but wich-refpedt to higSo- 
yereign Pleaſure,and Eee 
cree:; Let this (up _ 

that implies a compleat Delive 

- zance'- from _ rage : of). the 


; | Powers 


fa i 0 0 4X 


. « % 
{LOR 
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+of KBeſignation, 
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3 


| ewe OO and of -the 
perverted W orid” In; conjunction 
Ca them. He ſuffered jnnocer.c 
Nature. to a& as Nature, fort he 
ſubmicred coout Infirmicies, bur 
without our. ImperteCtions. Ne- 
vertheleſs not. as 1 will, but a4 thou 
wit.; His'Petition was qualified 
with -an-A&t of Submiſſion , the 
delize of his Nature; that recoil'd 
frog luch. Sufferings, was over- 
tuled by the religaation of Grace: 


There was no repugnancy; but a. 


fuboxdinacen. between the Sen- 
fitive Will and the rational Will; 
dixeted by his Mind, that fore- 
law the- blefled eftects of his Sub- 
ferings, the Glory of God,” with the 
Salvation of loſt Mankind. And that 
juſt hoxror, wich the ftrong aver- 
fon of | lis Nature from fuch 4 


liagaeſs more conſpicuous and 


B 2 me: 
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-meritorious. As Man, the 'ap- 
prehenſion of it put him into an 
Agony ; but as Mediatour, by a firm. | 


relolution and clear choice he 
ſubmitted to it. | 

Now, the example of our ſuf- 
tering Saviour, lays an obligation 


.on us tg tranſcribe his Copy; 


his Titles in Scripture declare 
both his Eminency and Exempla- 


rineſs. He is our Head, and our 


| Leader, the (aptain of our Salva- 


tion, whom we are bound to fol- 


low in taking up our Croſs: His 


Sufferings were deſigned not only 
for our Redemption, but for our 
Inftruftion and Imitation. What 
he' commands as God',; he per- 
form'd as Man,that we might vo- 
luntarily yield up our ſelves to the 
Holineſs and Equity of his Law. 
Thus from the parern of our Sa- 

oath 11 gy 
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wiour's Deportment, the point of 
Doctrine 1s this : + 

The entire reſignation of our Wills 
t0 the difpofing Will of God, us the in- 
diſpenſible Duty of Chriſtians under the 
ſharpeſt Afflietions. | 


Inthe explication and praof of 
this Point, I ſhall 


I. Conſider what is conſiſtent 


with this Ref1gnation. 
Il. What is implied in it. - 


Ill. The Reaſons to convince 
us of this Duty of reſigning of our 
ſelves, and. all our lntereſts to 
God ; andthen apply ir. 


I will, fiſt, Conſider what is 
conſiſtent with this voluntary Re- 
B3. fignationg 


Sy 
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fignation, That wilt appear i in the 
following particulars. - 

Firſt; an earneſt deprecation 
of an impending Judgment , is 
yeconcilable wk our Submiffion 
td the pleaſare of God, declared 
by the Event. Our Saviour with 
humility, and importunity deſired 
the removing of the Cup of Bit- 
terneſs. We muſt diſtinguiſh be- 
tween God's Law, and his De- 
cree and Counſel , The Law is 
the Rule of our "Duty, and re- 
quires an intire exact ſubjeion 
in all ogr Faculties, even in our 
internal Deſires, in the firſt moti- 
ons of the Will ; the leaſt vellei- 
ty, or riſing of the Heart againſt 
the-Divine Command, is irregular 
and culpable; for not: only the 
afts of Sin are forbidden in hey 
Command reſpectively, bar all 
the incitations of & Concupal cence, 


- 


” I j 


—y 


—. 


ne 00-3 


before the deliberate judgment of 
the Mind, - or the actual conſent 
of the Will. Bur the Decree of 
God is not the Rule of our Duty, 
and Secret, till manifeſted by the 
event of things. "This being 
miſed, the Reaſons are _—_ 
why we may pray againſt an Af- 
flition that threatens us, without 
violating our Duty. 

© Finſt, Becauſe Aﬀictions are 
Evils which the Will naturally de- 
clines, and are not defirable things 
in themſelves. They are not be- 
neficial and productive of our 
good by any proper efhcacy and 
operation, bur by the over-ruling = _ 
Providence of God, and the gra- 
cious aſſiſtance of his Spirit. When 
Aaron's Rod was pur into the San- 
Etuary , and became green and 
flouriſhing with Blo and 
Almonds, 'twasnort from any in- 
B4 herent 


i. am dt; 
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 Perplexity, and that De 
. Deſpair (onfuſom. The Devil lays 
Ro a his 


1 S 
I. 


herent vertue of irs own, but from 
the ſpecial influence of che Divine 
Power; for the other Rods re- 
mained dead and dry : thus the 
happy - effe&s of the Afliting 
Rod are from Divine Grace. 
Secondly ; There are proper 
Temprations that attend the affli- 
Red State. Many are encom- 
palſs'd in a ſad Circle, their Sins 
rocure Aﬀlictions, and their Af- 
ions occaſion many Sins. In- 
deed, Tribulation that is {ancified, 
by a happy gradation worketh Pa- 
tience ; and Patience, Experience of 
the Divine Mercy; and Experience, 
Hope, and Hope maketh not aſhamed. 


Bur. when it meets with a ſtub- 
 bora Spirit , \ there are fearful 


deſcents of Sin : Tribulation excites 
Impatience, and Impatience. cauſeth 
ir, and 


as ny © PRE —__ 


of Reſignation, 


his trains in every condition, and 


ſometimes by immoderate- Sor- 
row , ſometimes by inordinate 
Joy, doth miſchief ro the Soul. 
And as more, periſh by Surfeits 
than Abſtinence, yet the Diſea- 
ſes that are cauſed by emptineſs, 
are more dangerous and-incurable 
than thoſe that proceed from ful- 
nels: So more are ruined b' 

Proſperity than Adverſity : But the 
guilty Paſſions that ferment and 
rage in Adverlity, are more per- 
nicious, and more hardly tem- 
per'd and ſubdued , than the 
Luxurious Apperites that are fo- 
mented . and' drawn forth b 

Proſperity. We are directed by 
our Saviour to/pray, that we may 


. notbe led into Temptation,” and to be 


delivered from all Evil. 


Secondly ; a mournful ſenſe 


of Aﬀfictions ſent from God is 


"Vis con- 


Cn ernnrnn_ CD ——— CES mono 
 o @TheGzeat Duty 

__  egniiftent with a dutiful refigna- 

tion of our ſelves ' ro his Will, 

*F 'was the: vain boaſt of the Phi- 

loſophers, that their Inftructions 

would forify Men with fuch 

magnanimons Principles, and 

generous Spirits, as with an equal 

calm tranquillity of Mind to en- 

counter all che fierce and {orrow- 

fol Accidents to which they 

might be expoſed here : They 

fpeak high againſt Fortune and 

Fate, and refolve ftubbornly, that 

no miſery, whether Poverty or 

Diſgrace, Tormentcs or Death , 

ſhould exrort from them a con- 

N;hil «- feſſion that it was Miſery. "Twas 

 &# dolor, re of their Axioms, That a 

þ mona Wife Man is not {ubje&t to the 


ſtr, nun- viciſhcudes and: in bility of 


7: os. things here below; Thar he ſuffers 


efje Con 


cr no conflict of contrary Paſſi- 
Follds- ons in his Breaſt; that he is al- 
MUS» 


ways - 


Y Sa i... « th. — nf Mt. at at ry 


tt. 


of Reſiquation. 


ways above in the * Serene, * Tali 

where no Tempeſts can diſturb, f ”_ 
can darken his Mus Gua- 
Mind : Bur theſe proud preten(i- p wang 
uper lu- 
perfect exemption err 
from all aMflifting Paſſions is {5, 
neither poſſible nor regular in our Seneca. 


no Ecli 


ons were empty of reality.”  In- 


deed fuch a 


preſent. ftate :: not poſſible, for 
the beſt Men are not all Spirit,bur 
united to Fleſh, and when che 
Body is under ftrong pains, the 
Soul ſuffers in its ſufferings; and 
while we are thus compounded, 
the loſs of thole Comforts chat 
ſupport and {weeten the preſent 
Life, mult cauſe Grief. *Tis eafy 
to utter brave Expreflions,and lay 
down ſevere Precepts in con- 


tempt of Evils* when they are Pigs h 
VEerua 
excidunt, 
gum Mrs proprins atceſſit, enm tortor mannm popoſcit, 
poſſes ills dicere, facile provecabas mala abſentia. SEnNECA- 


at a diſtance. bur hard to fuſtain 


the 


T 
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the Spirit under the aCtual feeling 
of them; 'ris one thing co diſcourle 
of a Battel, and another to be en- 
gaged in the heat of it. Bur ſup- 
poling by a Philoſophical Charm 
the Heart were ſo hardned as to 
be proof againſt the moſt piercing 
afflitions, ſuch a forced inſenſ1- 
bility is not regular, but proceeds 
from the extinction of Humaniey 
and Pjety, and that will appear 


by conſidering Afﬀiitions ina na-. 


tural or moral reſpect. 

Firſt, in a natural reſpe&, for 
{o they are deſtructive or oppreſ- 
ſive Evils, and apenſive feelin 
of them is ſuitable to the Law of 


our Creation : for the Humane 


Nature is framed with ſuch Senſes 
and Paſſions,as according to God's 
intention ſhould be affected ſuica- 


bly co the quality of their objects; 
and if the Soul at rationally, "tis 


moved 


of Keſignation, 


_ F4 L _ ? at 
moved accordingly. A Saint on 
Earth is not a Saint in Heaven, 


raiſed above all Diſaſters and 


Troubles, freed from all hurtful | 


impreſſions from without, and 
forrowful impreſſions within, bur 
is liable to afflifting evils: Andir 
is becoming his Duty to have his 
paſſions pliable to his condition, 


bur wirhour excels; the Eyes muſt | 


not be drown'd, nor dry, but ten- 
derly affected. - 


Secondly; Conſidered in amo- 


ral reſpe&, as they are ſent from 
the high and juſt Providence of 
God, it is abſolutely 'neceffary 
there ſhould be an Fond re- 
ſeqtment of | his Diſpleaſure. 
This: is a conſequent of. the for- 
met”; for if *our affeftions are 


ſeared up, that we do . nor feel 


the ſtroke, how ſhall we'-reg; 
the hand that mites us 2 If weare 
Eta} 


——_— 
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not ſenſible of Aﬀition, we 
are ſecure in onr Sins, Natural 
' Sorrow is introdudtive of Godly 
Sorrow. There are two extrearas 
to be avoided by the afflicted, ac- 
cording to the direction-of Solp- 
21.in the perſon of Wiſdom, and 
repeated by the Apoltle : My Son, 
Heb. 12. deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the 
n Lord, nor faint when We vols 
ked of. him. Some are dilcoura- 
ged and over-born by Aﬀflitions 
as ..inſupportable: others -are 
'* Rlubborn and careleſs, and never 
lay. chem to heart: they never 
| look... upward +to;.the ,original 
| | Sncrg: Cuile, an Drodrl Cog, 
nor; inward. to the 
deſerving Cauſe, . their Sins; To 
efteem them fortuicous Events 
cbat happe n in this mutable Rare, 
% 39mg 2 deſign to corre; and 
—— SMners ; Or-t9 proceed 
ron 
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Is 


from a blind neceſſity, chings. of 


courſe ; or meerly regard: che fe- 
cond Caules and iInftrumenes of 
their Troubles ; accordingly , 
when they meet-with-Calamies, 
all their 2 is by a perverſe ſhift 


to ſeek for relief onely-in Tem: 


oral Comforts ; without ſerious 
applying chemlelves to God, 
whole end in ſending Troubles, 
is to reclaim us from Sin to Holi- 
neſs, from Earth to. Heaven, 
from the Creatures. to himlctt. 
benumming Opiam , ſtuptfies the 
Conlcience ; and che caſibilicy 
of God's hand i r Evils;isas 
difference from Chriſtian Pacience 
and Conftancy, as: a monal Lp- 
thavgy-is from the ; ſoft 
Sleep-of Health : Not ng Lindfes 
his Anger -more chan neglecti 


K ; tis etalby provoking 'v 
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the deſpiling of his Love : Ie is 
a {ymprom = a wretched ſtate 
of Soul; it there proceed no 
ſighs and groans, x 
from the ſenſe of God's diſplea- 
ſure, it is a fad evidence there is 
no Spiritual Life. Indolence 
under the effefts of God's Anger, 
+ like the ftilneſs of the Dead 
,' whoſe Calm is a Curſe: 
= Jews, tho intitled the People 
of God, are deeply charg'd for 
this prodigious Madnels ; - 0 Lord, 
thou haſt ſtruck them, but they have 
not grieved , thou "haſt conſumed 
chem, but they refuſed to receive cor- 
refhion they bave made. their faces 
harder. that” & Rock:, they have 
refuſed to. return. Jer. 5 5. /3- We 
have whole Quanies of ſuch 
obdurate Wretches _ = 
this impeniceat difi 
Gott hand ; is adri T pete 


gns of grief 
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of future 'and more heavy Judg- 


ments. Who ever hardned bimſelf 


againſt the Lord , and proſpered? 


Do we provoke the Lord to Jealouſy, 


are '\we ſtronger than he * 1 he moſt 


_ Tefractory Sinner he can compel 


co acknowledg with bicter la- 
mentations his Wickednels, and 
weakneſs, how unable he is to 
contend with his Judge. Bur 
ſuppoling a reſpite trom Puniſh- 
ment here, there is an Hell pre- 
pared for ſtubborn Sinners , 
where is Weeping and Wailing 
for ever. Whom the Rods do not 
awaken, the Scorpions ſhall. 


Secondly ; I ſhall now proceed. 


to explicate what is included in 
the refignment of our felves to 
God in times of Affliction. This 
will be made evident by conſ1de- 
ring the leading powers and fa- 

C culties 
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culties which Grace ſan&ifies and 


works in, according, to their natu- 


ral {ubordination. \ 

The Underſtanding appraves 
the ſevereſt diſpenſatigns of Pro- 
vidence to be good, that is for 
reaſons | though ſometimes un- 
ſearchable, yet always righteous, 


and for gracious ends to the 


Saintss When Hezekiah heard 
the heavy Prophecy, that all his 
Treaſures ſhould be carried to 
Babylon, and his Royal Progeny 
{ſhould become Slaves there, he 
faid to Tſaiah,' Good is the Word of 
the Lord which thou haſt ſpoken. His 
ſanQified Mind acknowledged ir 
to be a juſt Corre&ion of his vain 
Pride, and quietly ſubmitted to 
it: And as there is a ſatisfa&tion 
of Mind in the rec&ticude, . fo: in 
the gracioulnels of his Proceed- 
ings. The milapprehenſ1on _ 
mi 
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miſ-belief of God's deſign in af- 
fifting, cauſeth Impatience and 


— Murmuring; but when the Mind 


is convinced, that he afflices us for 


our Benefit, that Bodily Difeaſes 


are Medicinal Advantages , the 
remedies of the Soul; that the 
loſſes of Earthly Comforts pre- 


pare us for Divine j_ "N 


that the way which is ſowed with 


Thorns, and watered with Tears; | 


5s. 
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leads to Heaven ; the Heart is ' 


compliant with the ſharpeſt me- 
thods of Providence. . But theſe 
things will be more fully opened 
under the ſeveral heads of Argu- 
ments to enforce the Duty. 

This Reſignment prineipally 
conſiſts in the conſent and lubje- 
ion of the Will to the Orders of 
Heaven, , The Will is an imperi- 
ous Faculty ; naturally impatient. 
of oppoſition to its Deſires, and 

0 1 we 
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we pay the higheſt honour to 
God in the loweſt (ubmiſlion of 
our Wills to his Appointments. 
*'Tis true the Will cannot make a 
dire& choice of Evil, nor love 
Afflitions , but the Holy Spirit 
by 'a powerful Operation lo dif- 
poſeth it, as to renounce its ow 
inclinations when dilcordant with 
the Will of God. And the more 
humble, ready and entire the 
Submiſſion is, the more diffculr 
and harſh the denial of our na- 
rural defire is, the more fuperna- 
tural Grace ſhines and is accep- 
table. It is the perfe&tion of 
Holineſs to do what God loves, 
and to love what God does. 
There is a rare. example of this 
in David's carriage, when under 
his greateſt Affliction : *twas in his 
fight from his Son Abſalom, who 
endeavoured to deprive him of 

his 
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his Kingdom and Life. And the 2 Sam. 
King ſaid unto Zadock the Prieſt, 15-25: 
Carry back the Ark of God into the 
(ity : if I ſhall find favour in bu 

eyes, he will brmy me agam, and 

ſhew me both it and his Habitation , 

but if he ſhall ſay, T have no delight 

in thee, behold, here T am, let him do 

to me as ſeems good unto bm. O 
happy frame! his Spirit was {o 
equally ballanced, That if God 
would ſuffer a Rebel that viola- 

ted the moſt teader and ſtrict 
relations of a Son and Subje&t 

to a Gracious Father and Sove- 
reign, the Murtherer of his Bro- 
ther,and a Parricide in his deltres, 

to uſurp his Throne, he humbly 
ſubmitted to it. 

The Duty of Reſighation con- 3. 
fiſts in the compoſure of the AF- 
fections to a juſt meaſure and 
temper, when under the ſharpeſt 

C3 Dicipline.. 
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Diſcipline. Of the Paſſions, ſome | 


are tender and melting, others are 
herce and ſtormy , and if a 
ponderous oppreſiing Evil hap- 
pen , or the lols of that good 
that was very. pleaſing, they 
ſometimes join together, as the 
Clouds at the {ame time diſlolve 
in Showers, and break forth in 
'Fhunder and Lightning. Now 
when ſan&ifhed Realan hath a 
due Empire over them, and the 
Soul poſleflech it ſelf in Patience, 
itisa happy effect of Reſignation 
co the Divine diſpoſal. Of this we 
have an eminent inſtance in the 
afflicted Saint forementioned. 
When ' David was io wickedly 
reproached by Shimei, and Abiſhai 
fred wich Indignation , would 
preſently have taken exemplary 
reyenge, by ſtopping his Breath 
for ever : Should this dead Dog 
We OOMe? _ "o- 


4nd an ggo# ho ft «a4 
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Curſe my Lord the King ? Let me 2 Sam. | 
go over, I pray thee, and take '*9-19. 


off his dead. How cool and calm 
was David's Spirit ? he felt no 
xſ{tuations nor tumults within, 
exprelt no outragious complaints, 
bur laid, Let him Curſe, becauſe the 
Lord hath ſaid to him, (urſe David. 
There is a twofold excels of the 
Sorrowtul Aﬀections in Trou- 


bles: 


I. In the degrees of them. 
[I.. In the continuance, 


Firſt, In the degrees of them, 
when they excced their cauſes, 
Afﬀiictive things that deeply 
wound us, are uſually repre- 
{enced by the refle&tion of Sor- 
row, with all the heightning 
Circumſtances, the Loſs as unva- 
luable, the Evil as intollerable, 
C 4 AS 
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we” objects She greater than their 


rue _ proportion when ſeen 
through a Miſt; ſo do Evils, 
apprehended through Grief : and 
after (uch a falſe judgment the 
Paſſions take their viol-nt courle, 
and the Spirit {inks under over- 
whelming heavinels. The Soul is 
diſabled trom performing whart 
belongs to it,, with reſpeCt to the 
general and particular Calling , 
and cannot with freedom wair 
upon God, but neglects its duty 
and felicity. *T'was the com- 
plaint of the afflicted Poer, 


Het muhi quod nuſeros prudentia pri- 


ma relmnquit. 


The farlt effect of miſery is black 
confulion in the thoughts, that the 
Mind doth not diſtinctly conſi- 
ger, and apply ſuch things as 


would 
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would be effectual to mitigate, 

| or remove it. Beſides,as when the 
| Stream overflows the.Channel, it 
runs foul and turbid : ſo immo- 
derate Sorrow often cauleth fecret 
Diſcontent and Anger at the Al- 
mighty, dilquieting and torment- 
ing riſings of heart againſt his 
Providence. All things are diſor- 
dered and turbulent in the little 
and marvelous Monarchy of the 
Soul. And ſuch ſeeds of inci 
tation are in our corrupt Nature, 
that in the extremity of Anguiſh, 
the furious Paſſions ſwell into a 
Storm, and break the reſtraints of 
Reaſon and Grace. Job in a hot 
fit expoſtulates ſtrangely with 
God, Is it good unto thee that thou Job 10. 
ſhoulde$+ oppreſs? He was a Holy 3 
Man, and a Frophet, who in the Rs 
Paroxilm of his Paſſien curſt the 1,, 
day of bis Birth, "i 

| There 
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Secondly; There is an Excels 
in the continuance. 

Deep Grief doth more arreſt 
the Thoughts upon its object, 
than the AﬀeCtion of Joy doth. 
The Mind is not fo ealily divert- 
ed from what afflits, as from 
what delights. The main ſtrain of 

. the Soul is towards the mournful 
Obje&t ; and in the midſt of 
Comforts to {upporct the fainting 

'Spirts, there ſtill remains a ſad 
remembrance of that which tor- 
ments : a {warm of ſtinging 
choughts continually wound and 
inflame the Breaſt : no Counſels 
prevail, bur the Soul is reſolved in 
its grief, and always reſtleſs with 
2 bitter deſire of what is irreco- 
. verable, Thus the Prophet de- 
(cribes the milery of Rachel, weep- 
ing for her Children, and would not be 


' comforted , becauſe they were not. 


Jer. 31 
I 


3» 
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As ſome Venomous Creatures 
curn all chat they ear into Poiſon: 
ſo obſtinate Sorrow takes occal1- 
on from every thing ta encreale 
it ſelf. This conſumes the 
ſtrength, and the Mourner lives 
only to feel his Miſery, and thinks 
Death too {low for him, that was 
{o precipitate for the perſon la- 
mented. Thus by the fixed con- 
templation of irs Trouble, the 
Soul is diffrafted from its heaven- 
ly Original, and from purſuing 
ics bleſſed End, and indulgeth its 
Sorrow, as if the lols of a Tem- 


—— 


poral Comfort were utterly un- 


doing to it. This obſtinate grief 
is inconſiftent with a reſigned 
frame of Spiric. Though in great 
Afflictions, there will be a con- 
flict of Nature, and it is Wiſdom 
to let Grief breath forth, and 


have a paſlage, yer Cirace will 


al- 


— 
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aſlwage the Fury, and limir che 
time, by regarding the Will of 
God, and by deriving from the 
Springs of Comfort above ſome 
- inward refreſhings, when the 
Streams below torally fail. 

I ſhall now propound the Ar- 
guments that will clearly con- 
vince us of this Duty of Refig- 
nation ; ſome of which are 
powerful to filence all rebelli- 


ous Arguings, and ſuppreſs all 
the tranſports of the Paſſions ; 
others to raiſe the drooping Spi- 
rits, and incline the Heart to a 
calm yielding, and compleat ſub- 
jection to the Divine Will. 


The firſt Argument ariſeth 
from God's Original Supream 
Right in our Perſons, and all 
things we enjoy. Hes the Foun- 
tain of Being,and produced us _ 
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the depth of our native nothing, 
and made us little lower than the 
Angels. He is the Author of all 
our Good, the juſt and true Pro- 
prietor of all his Benefits. From 
hence reſults his Sovereignty and 
Dominion over us, which is de- 
clared in his Law, and the dil- 


penſations of his Providence. His 


Law is the Rule of our Lives and 
Actions, his Governing, Provi- 
dence the Rule of our Sufterings 


and Paſhons, There is indiſpen- 


ſibly due, a free and full Obe- 


dience to his Commands, and.an 
intire univerſal Reſignation tothe 
Orders of his Providence. The 


enjovment of all our Bleſſings 


is from his pure Goodneſs, and. 


rich Bounty, which requires our 
humble and affectionate Thank- 


fulneſs; and his reſumption. of 


them ſhould beientertained with 
fl 
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L he Gzcat Duty 
" a Holy anda Patient Submiſſion. 
He gives them freely, and may 

recall them at his Pleaſure. In 

whatſoever inſtance his Will is 

_ declared, we muſt with Humili- 
ty and Meekneſs ſubmit , for he 

hath an.equal Empire in diſpo- 

ſing all things that are equally 

his own, and we are bound by 

an equal Obedience to acknow- 

ledg his Dominion. When ZE; 
received the terrible meſlage of 

the ruine. of his Family ; the fi- 

nal exciſion of it from the dig- 

. nity of the Prieſthood, he patt- 
ently ſubmits : It i the Lord, let 
him do what ſeemeth him good, 
The meer defire of exemption 
from his over-ruling Will, is a 
heinous Sin, and a ftubborn un- 
compliance with it in the iflues 
of things, is direct Rebellion, mixt 
with ingratitude', obſtructive to 
our 
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our preſent Peace, and future _ 


Happinels. If che Aﬀlicted would 
for a while ſuſpend their Tears 
and Sighs, and with free Reaſon 
conlider, that what relation {oe- 


ver they had in their deareſt Loſs, -: 


whether of a Father, a Son, of 


a Husband or Wife, or any other 
amiable and paſſionate terms, 
yet God hath a nearer right and 
juſter claim in theſe Perſons , 


being his by the beſt Ties of | 


Creation and Redemption , it 
would filence murmurings -and 
impatience , and ſtop the ſcope 
of inordinate Sorrow, Our Pro- 
priety in them was derived from 
his Favour , and our Polleſlion 
was depending on his Will, for 
his Right in all his Creatures is 
unalienable. T his conſideration 
was the foundation of Job's Pati- 

ENCE 5 
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ence ; when he was ſtript of all 
his outward Comforts, how com- 
ſed was he in his Mind! how 
conſiderate in his words ! he re- 
flects upon his Native*Poverty, 
Job 1.21- Naked came T into the World, ani 
naked ſhall TI return thither , and 
Adores God's Dominion : The 
Lord hath given, and the Lord hath 
taken, bleſſed be his Names. Add 
farther, that which by immedi- 
ate conne&tion follows, the con- 
ſideration of the glorious Maje- 
ſy of God, and our natural mean- 
neſs and unworthineſs. The di- 
ftance and diſproportion is fo 
_ vaſt berween him and us, that 
we-are ' not able ro conceive the 
full and juſt Idea of his Excellent 
Greatneſs :' We are fain to afliſt 
our Minds in the Thoughts of 
God by ſenſible repreſencations; 


and 


— — 


 * ,F FF Þ umn NY POET EST 


HH AQ rm 


\ 


5s Y wound wg” OY wow ky 


{a 


4 \ 


Py aq FT &@ | 


(4 we 


"of Reſignation. 


175.4. 08 


and <6. expreſs our Conceptions 
borrowed terms ; His-lImmen- 


firy:by' the Ocean ; his Brernity; 


by che returning of a Circle-into 


ic:{elf; his Power, by Thunder, | 
| his Majeſty by the Sun in its Me- 


ridian ſplendours:. As the flying 
Fiſhes, (Shoals- of which are 
met in failing to the Indies,) can 
fly no longer than, their Wings 
remain moiſt; when thoſe Mem- 
branes are dry, they cannot move, 
and are forc'd/ to dip themlelves 
again in the Sea,thar by ſofcening 
them, they may renew their 
Flight : » Thus when we afcend 
in our Minds to God, weform ne 


| Conceptions but what take their 


riſe from ſenſible things, which 
infinitely fall ſhort of his Perfe- 
Rions. Who can fully underſtand 
the eranſcendent Excellencies of 
his Nature} Who can deſcribe 
we DL. whiat 
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St.Hils- what is ineffable, and-moſt wors 
=_ of thy to be ador'd with fllent "ad- 
himſelf, miration and extaly of Mind 2 
Non fibs FJe dwells in that Light which is inac- 


relittum 


quic- Ceſsible ; the Angels, the moſt com- 
quam ali- yrehenſive Spirits, vail their faces 
_— fas in the preſence of his Glory. He is his 
intellige- OWN __ yo rg Be- 
"e177 ginning ; alone, but not ſolitary z 
ſales , -- ever Bleſſed God, yet cs, 
pref municates his intire Deity co the 
yu pefſe Son and Spirit ; he 1s not divided 
9#an u in number,not confuſed in Unity. 
*m er; Heis not compell'd by Neceſſity, 
;nellige- nor Chang'd by. Liberty , nor. 
—_ mealur'd by Time: I we alcend 
relligs £0 the fickt Fountains. of All Ages, 
101 poteft then his Infinite: Underſtanding 
= uu comprehended'in one clear view, 
de Trin. the whole compals, . extent. arid: 
lb. 1. duration of all things. . His. pow- 
erful: Word made the; vifible: 

and inviſible World, and upholds 

: them, 
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them. That which was ſpoken 
wich Flatery, of a Ronan Empe- 
rour, by Seneca,(who as much de- 

eneraced from the dignity of a 


-Stoical Philolopher , in licking 


Nero, as in biting Alexander) is 
abſoluely true ot the Sovereign jj, of 


Lord of the World : His Provi- vinca- 


er 


dence is the Band that unites the _ 1A 
parts of che Univertal Comimon- publics 

Wealth, the Viral Spirit and Ver- mEret. F 
tue tha {uſtains all : Wichour his ;,, =—_ 
Eye and Hand, his diſpoſitive , 9*e-- 


tot maillia 


Wiſdom and Power, the whole,,.,,.. - 
frame would disband ; and fall bi i7/a 
into Confuſion and Ruine. He is put 
ſeated upon che Throne of the & preds 
Univerſe. Thouſand thouſands of {771 
gloriow Spirits muniſter unto him, and , on 5% hub 
ten thouſand tines ten thouſand and and 'rabatur 
before him,m the quality and humi- _ 
lity of his Servants, ready to exe- 

cite his Commands. He is the 
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Pſal. 8. 


Judg of the Living and the 


Dead, that diſpoſech of Heaven 
and Hell for Ever. And what is 
Man? alittle Breathing Duſt. He 
3s infinitely above us, and for. 
ftrangely condeſcends, in having 
a tender care of us, that the Pſal- 
miſt was ſwallowed up in Ex- 
taly and Amazement at the 
thoughts -of ir: Lord, What is 
Man that thou art mindful of him? 
or the Son of Man that thou regardeſt 
him? Nay , we are beneath his 
Anger, as a Wormis not worth 

of the indignation of an Angel. 
Now the more we magnify God, 
and exalt his Authority in our 
Judgments, the more our Wills 
are prepared to. yield to: him : 
Elis Excellency will make us afraidto 
oppoſe his Providence. When the 


© . Son of God appeared to Saul, in 


his Glory , and commanded in 
TE] 4 perſon, 
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Perſon, he preſently lets fall his 
Arms of Defiance ; and ſays, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do * His 44.9.6. 
Reſignation was abſolute ; no- 
. thing was ſo hard to do, nothing 
ſo formidable to ſuffer , but he 
was ready to accompliſh and en- 
dure in obedience to Chriſt, The 
more we debaſe and vilify our 
ſelves, the more ealy it will be 
to bear what Giod inflias; Hu- 
miliry diſpoſech ro Submiſſion, 
Our Paſſions are not excited at 
the breaking 'of an ordinary 
Glaſs; bur if a Veſſel of Chriſtal 
be broken, it moves us : the low- 
er eſteem we have of our ſelves, 
the leſs we ſhall be tranſported 
for any breach thac is made upon 
us. We read inthe Hiſtory of Job, 
many heavy Complaints uttered, 
by him of - his Sufferings, all the 
ſad Figures. of paſſionate Elo-" 
6 D 3. a—_ 
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uence made ule of to repreſent 
_ and the fruitlels Eflays of 


| his Friends, that did rather exal- 


perate than appeaſe his Spiri : 


| And it is very oblervable, thart _ 


when the Lord interpoſed 


himſelf to juſtify the ways of his 


Providence, he did not charge up- 
on him the guilt of his Sins that 
deſerved the ſevereſt. Judgments, 
but appears in his Glory, and re- 


minds himot his original nothing, 


Job 38.4 Where waſt thou when T laid the 


Foundations of the Earth * declare , 
if thou haſt Underſtanding. He 
opens to him ſome of the Excel- 
lencies of the Deity in the works 
of Creation and Providence, and 
the preſent effe&t was, Job adored - 
with humble Reverence the Di- 
vine Majeſty, and acknowledged 
his own unworthinels, Behold, I 
am vile, what; ſhall 1 anſwer thee * F | 
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will lay my hand upon my mouth ; now 


mine eyes ſee thee, 1 abhor my ſelf,, and 
repent in Duit and Aſhes, The 
_ thickeſt ſmoak by alcending dil- 
ſipaces and vaniſhes, If the trou- 
bled Soul did aſcend to Heaven, 
and con(1der that. even the worſt 
Evils are either from the operati- 
on or permiſſion of the Divine 
Providence, the Cloudy difturb- 
ing Thoughts and Paſſions would 
be preſently icattered. David 


had a bleſſed experiment of this | 


in his diſtreſs ; I was dumb, and ope- Pl 39, 


ned not my mouth, becauſe thou didft © 


it.  Suchan awjul apprehenſion 
he had of God, as tranicendencly 
{uperiour to him, and unaccoun- 
table for bis Proceedings. When 
any impatient Thoughts ariſe, we 
ſhould preſendy chain them up, 
far there is Folly and Fury in 
them; Whar am1, that my ſul- 
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len Spiric ſhould difpure againſt 
the. Orders of Heaven ? that- my 


Paſſions ſhould reſiſt the Will of 


_ of the higheſt Lord ? that my De- 
| fires ſhould depoſe bim from his 


Throne? For. thus by 'implicati- 


on and conſequence they do,who 


are vex'd at his Providence. A 


Holy Soul will tremble at the 
Thoughts of it. Methinks God 
{peaks to the afflicted and diſturb- 
ed Soul, in the words of the 
Plalm, Be ſtill, and know that 1 am 
God. The a&tual conſideration of 
his Supremacy will be powerful 
to. lay the growing Storm of 
Paſhons. Imparience ariſeth from 
the ignorance of God and our 
lely iT | | 

- Secondly , The Righteouſ- 
nels of God in all his ways, if 
duely conſidered, will compoſe 


- 


humble 


the AMigted Spirit to quiet'and. 


> 
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humble ſubmiſſion. - He is never 
injuriousro' us when he deprives 
us of our ſweeteſt and molt pre- 
c[cious comforts, becanſe we have 
incurred the forfeiture of all. He 
3s not cruel in laying the heavieſt 
puniſhments upon us, for we de- 
ferve them. If we were free 
from actual 'Sins, yet our depra- 
ved nature, ſo repugnant to the 
pure Law of God,involves us un- 
der an Obligation to Puniſhment. 
If we had not been attainted with 
the guilt of Original Sin, yer the 
Sins committed in the courſe of 
our Lives, make us deeply ob- 
noxious to Divine Juſtice : How 
much more the-concurrent guilt 
of Original and Actual Sins ? The 
acts of Sin are tranſient and paſs 
away ; bur the guilt and ſtain of 
Sin, and the Conſcience of Sin 
remain,. and noleſs than Eternal 

Pu- 
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Puniſhment is commenſurate to 
the obliquiry, From hence there 
is the cleareſt Reaſon to juſtify 
God in all his Proceedings, Righ- 
teowſneſs eſtabliſhes bis Throng, The 
Prophet ſaith, Thy Righteouſneſs # 
like the great Mountains, thy Judg- 
ments are a great Deep, The pe- 


. cial ends of God in ſevere diſpen- 


Mic.7.9. 


ſations, are ſometimes indiſcer- 
nible, bur never unjuſt ; his Righ- 
teoulneſs is obvious to every eye, 
The actual conſideration of this is 
powerful to ſilence the uproar of 
the Paſſions, and to make us lie 


humbly at his Feet under the ſo- 


reſt Chaſtiſements. IT will bear the 


Indignation of the Lord ( without 
murmuring , faith the Aﬀiced 
Church)becauſe Thave ſmned againſt 
kim. As diſobedience jn our Incli- 
nations and Actions, is a tacit re- 


fleftion upon the equity of his 


L 
Law,, 


 * 
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o | Law, as if the. reſtraints of. ir 
e | were unreaſonable ; ſo, Impati- 
y || ence and fretful Diſconteat is ,up- 
- | on the equity of his Providence, 
> | as if the afflicting diſpenſations 
5 | of it were nor due to us: And 
the ſenſe. of our Sinfulneſs, and 
God's Righteoulnels, is.an excel- 
way: preventive. of it, . If thou 
art 1n great Afﬀictions, and teel- 
eſt any tumulcuous Thoughts, 
any rebellious Riſings within 
thee, Conſider thou arr a Sinner, 
guilty of ten Thouſand Provoca- 
tions,. and dareſt thou appear be- 
fore his inlightned and ternble 
Tribunal, and challenge him for. 
any unrighteou$- Proceedings ? 
Wherefore doth a living Alan com- -- 3+ 

plain, .4 Man for the puniſhment of ah 

bis. Sins * Surely. it is meet to be ſaid job 3, 

unto God, .T will not offend anymore, 3" 32+ 

T hat mbich 1 know not , teach thou 


Y 
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| me; 'and if I have done Iniquity, 1 
will do no more. Belides, all the 
Puniſhments of Men here, are 
with Merciful allays, nor in juſt 
proportion to their Guile, The 
Church in its calamitous State , 
deſcribed in the moſt doleful La- 
mentations of Jeremiah, when the 
greateſt number of the Jews pe- 
riſhed by the Sword, or Famine 
that atrended che War, their City 
and Temple were laid in Ruines, 
and the unhappy People thar eſ- 
caped the fury of the Chaldeans, 
were the Captives and Triumphs 
of their Enemies ; yet in that un- 
parallell'd Aﬀi&tion ſhe acknow- 
Lam. 3. ledges, It is the Lord's Merctes that 
#8 we are not utterly and totally con- 
ſumed, and lays her Mouth in the. 
Duft, a poſture of the loweſt 
abaſement. And Holy Ezra re- 
icing upon that dreadful Cala- 
| : mity, 


— 
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mity., 'acknowledgeth 'their Pu- 
riſhment was beneath: their-de- 
> | ſert, as their Deliverance: was 
; | above their expectation :* And for Ezrag} 
> | all that is come upon us for our evil *3- 
| deeds and great treſpaſſes, ſeems thou 
- | . haſt puniſhed us leſSthan our iniquities 
* | deſerve, and given us ſuch adelive- 
rance' as\ ths, Our Delerts' are 
leſs than the leaft of God's Mer- 
cies, and. our Offences preater 
than the greateſt of 'his Judg- 
ments. This ſhould 'make us not 
onely patiently ſubmit, but hambly 
accept the puniſhment of our iniquity, x ...... 
as 70 wes grew rnd it wp 
the Sentence of Death againſt a | 
MalefaQor be exchanged fot | 
Baniſhment , or Baniſhmient be 
remitted for a ſhort Confinemenc, 
is there not incomparable more 
cauſe ro be thankful for what is, . 
pardoned, than to complain os 
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what is ſuffered 2 What Ingrati- 
tude is it. to be impatient and 
murmuring for theſe light 4ffliti- 
6113 that are but for a moment, when 


 ... we deſervean eternal and inſup- 


v8 
. the furſt Pride in the Angels, is 
; all 


portable weight of Miſery in 
Hell? It is infinitely more be- 
coming us and lafe', ro argue 

aint our irregular Paſſions , 
thats tax his Righteous Diſpen- 
fations. & 

Thirdly ; His Power is Im- 
menſe and uncontrollable, and ir 
is a Yain attempt to coritend with 


| him, as it the Ecernal Order of 
his Decrees could be altered or 


broken. The Conteſt berween 
God and the Sinner , ts whole 
Will ſhall Rand. It js his glor- 
ous work to depreſs the Proud, 
and ſubdue the Rubborn refracto- 

Spirits, The Punithmenc of 
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an Eternal and terrible example - 
of his powerful Juſtice ; and how 

| intolerable a Crime it is}, that 
| | Heaven could not bear, \bur 
ſently opened, and the Guilty fell 
; | into che bottomleſs Pic. Now 
| Pride is-a ſeminal Evil; and hes 
; | at the -root of Stubborneſs;” and' 
by 


impatience - under Judgments. 

Proud Duſt is apt to fly in God's 

Face upon: every motion of the | 
Aficting Paſſions. ' And: by the = 
reſiſtance - of Self-Will he is pro- 
voked to more Severity. Wobe 1.45.9; 
to him that ſtrives with bis Flaker. 
This is to be like a reſtive Horſe 

or Mule; without Underſtanding, 

that- flings and foams when the 
Burthen is laid him , but 

gets nothing but Blows; without 

the removal of the Burthen. It 

is our Duty and Intereſt to- ob- 

ſerve the Blefled Apoſtles dire&tr-- 
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het 5. on: Humble your ſelves under the 


mighty band of God, and he ſhall ex- 
alt you. There is a paſſive hum- 
bling by his irreſiſtible Provi- 


dence, and an active voluntary 


humbling, which implies a ſub- 
jeion to his Law, and a fub: 
miſon' to: his Providence : This 
is infinitely plealing to him, cis 
' the right diſpoſition | that pre- 


pares us for Mercy, and is the 
certain way of Exalcation z for 


then God obtains his End. The 
humble -Proſtrating our ſelves at 
his Feet to receive his Correcti- 
on, cauſes his Bowels to relent, 
and tops his Hand : the ſeeming 
humiliation of 4hab procured a 
reſpite of thoſe fearful Judgments 
denounced againſt his Houſe. It 
is ſaid of the generoſity of the 
Lion, thathe Ch his-proftrare 


Adverſary. Infſhort, our Salva 
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tion. depends u Dn ;out humble 
demeariour under -afflictive Di 


penſations. We have had Fathers of 


our Fleſh which. correfted 18, - and we 
gave :them reVereiice, fhal we: not 
much more 'be in ſubjeSion to .the Fas 
ther- of Spirits, and- live * Unſub- 
miſtion indices a deadly guile up 
on the Rebellious: - - '- :; 
Fourthly ; His Paternal Love 
in ſending:Afﬀfictions is a luffict- 
ent Argument.to win our cont- 
pliance with his Will, The bleſſed 
Apoſtle applying: Lenitives to the 
Afflited, propounds.cwo Divine 
Truths, that if ſeriouſly choughe 


ot, and- Redfaſtly believed , oo 


powerful tg mitigaterhe acecbiry 
of all: Sufferings, .and fuppo yo os 
Spiritin the, a — 

firſt is, God ſcotorgeth ery Gon _ 
he rrenveths, And che gocher that is ; 
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joined with it is, Whom the Lord 
loves he chaſteneth, 
The Rule is general, 
Firſt ; All his Sons are under 
the Diſcipline of the Rod: and 
who would be fo unhappy as to 


beexempted from that number 


for all the proſperity of the 
World ? Afictions fanctified, are 
the cotiſpicuous Seal of their 
Adoption, and Title to Heaven, 
And who would forfeit the ho- 
nour of that Adoption, and loſe 
the benefir annext to it, the eter- 
hal Inherirance, rathet than pati- 
ently beat his Farherly Chaſtiſe- 
tients 2 Orhers that enjoy a 
perpetual Spring of Pleaſute here, 


are dedired Baſtards and not 


'Soris : they are indeed within the 


. 'c6mpafs bf his Univerſal Provi- 


'deice, but not of that peculiar 
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care that belongs to his Sacred and 
Select Progeny. His Correftions 
3re an Argument of his Authqricy 
as our Father, and an affurance 
that we are his Children: this 
ſhould induce us not only bets 
ſubrniſs remper of Soul, but wich 
chankfulnels xo receive the ſharp 
ft CorreFtion from the hands bf 
our Heavenly Father. ' This was 
the reaſon of our Saviour's meek 
yielding himſelf to the violence 
and cruelty of his Enemies. The 
Cup which my Father bath given me; 
ſhall I not drink ut £ | | 
Secondly ; Chaſtiſement istlie 
effect of his Paternal Love : He1s 
the Facher gf our Spirits, and that 
> of * Gf! 0 WER WITT 
Pate Reapyn caries MLT 2 
cial Loye to the Spirits of 
Mev, and ſhe degree ot Eg 
trace, a5 5P lecyre and advance 
RfOGe, 35 Fo; 4p No nge 
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cheir happineſs,” though'to the de- 
fruaion of the Fleſh. The Sonl 
is of incomparable more worttt 
than the Body, as the bright Ori- 
ental Pearl than the mean Shelf 
that contains it: this God moſt 
highly values, for this he gave ſo 
prear a Price, and on it draws 

is Image. If Temporal Proſpe- 
riry were for our beſt advantage, 
how willingly would God be- 
Rom. 8, ſtow it on us? He that ſpared not 
32. his ownSon,but gave him up for us all, 
how ſhall he not. with bim alſo freely 
give us all things? Which words 
among all that the Holy Ghoſt 
hath diRtated to the Interpreters of 
God's Heart to his People, are 
molt *expreſſive of his t ove and 
Bounty, and moſt for their com- 
fort, He that gives Grace and 
ory, hemoſt real teſtimonies 
oils 7.518, cerrainfy withholds 


no 
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no goodthing from them. I ſhall 
produce: one.convipczng inſtance 
of this. . St. Paul, who by an jn- 
comparable. Priviledg was rape 
up to the Celeſtial Paradile, and 
heard ineffable chings, yer was 
tormented by the Angel of Satan, 


and his earneſt repeatedPrayer for 


deliverance, not preſently. grant- 


ed. Did nor. God lovethat bleſſed - 


Apoſtle, whole interna] Love. to 
Chriſt almoſt equall'd the Sera- 
phims, thoſe pure everlaſting 
Flames, and was expreſled in the 
invariable;tenour of his Life, by 
ſuch miraculous Acions and Suf- 
terings for the propagating and 
defence of the Fajth of Cri and 


| the Glory of his Name? If we 


loye hjm becauſe be firſt loved us, as 


St. Jobn reſlifies, cerraiply he char 
returned. ſuch a ſyperlacive Aﬀe- | 


frion ro Chriſt, received the great- 
E 3 elf 
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et Love from him. 'Now, if 
Chriſt did love Pail, why did he 
nor upon his eardeft repeared 
Prayer , deliver bim from his 
weundirg Trouble, whatſoever 
ir Was? Thar Permiſſion” was 2 
demonſtration of the Love of 
Chriſt to Him, as it is acktow- 


IEP? 
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abundance if Mo ation, there was 
given to me a Thorn in the Fleſh, and 
the Meſſenger of Satan to buffet me. 
Thar Thi Doe of the Saints 
roceed from God's Love, will 
beevident, by conlidering, 


I. His pn Deſign in 


if El 
Kg compalſionate Pro- 
Millen over them, and his aſ- 
fiftin "Power afforded-i ro his 
People e'in their Tronbles. E 
UL The 


of Reſignation. | 55, 7 
' UL. The happy iſſue our 


of them. 


Firſt ; His gracious Deſign in 
ſending them. God ps gu 
afflik willmgly, but if need "i 
not for his own pleaſure, but for 
our profit , that we: may be parta- 
kers of his Holineſs. The expreſ- 
ſion is high and emphatical, bis Hb. :2. 
Holineſs, the brighteſt Glory of '*: 
his Nature, the divineſt Gift of 
his Love. 

The wo principal | znkag of Ho- 
linels, are, ceaſing from doi 
Evil |,and.learning ro do.well, Ang 
-Afﬀictions are ordained and ſent 

2s proficable for both theſe ef- 
ies 

. | For the prevencion or cure 
of Sin which 1s an evil. incompa- 
rably worſe in .its-nature, and 

terrible. conſequents in this and 
E 4 the 
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' picious cet , it ſeparates from 


rhe next World, than all meer af- 
fiting temporal Evils. Sin de- 
files anddebaſeth the Soul, which 
15 the proper excellency of Man, 
and ſeparates from God our fu- 
pream Crood. Nour Sins have ſe- 
parated between you and your God , 
gnd have hid his face from you. All 
Affictions that can befall us here 
in our perſons or concernments, 
the moſt difgraceful Accidents , 
the moſt reproachful contumeli- 
ous Slanders, the moſt loath- 
ſom contagious Diitaſes, that 
cauſe. our ' deareſt Friends to | 
withdraw from us , yet cannot 
deprive us of Union with God 
by Faith and Love, nor of the fru- 
ition of his propitious Preſence. 
Lazarus when covered with UI- 
cers, was kiſſed with the Kiſſes of 
his Vouth : But Sin hath this per- 


his 
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his gracious Preſence here, and, if 
coritinued in without R | 
tance, will exclude from his Glo- 
rious Preſence for ever. Now 
Afﬀfliions are Medicinal Appli- 
cations for the cure of Sin, the: 
Diſeaſe ard Death of the Soul, 
and therefore infinitely worſe 
than the ſharpeſt Remedies. 

- The beginnings and progrels 
of Obaretilan to God, are ofaal- 
ly by 'ſan&tified Affitions. In- 
deed, conſidering our folly, and 
peryerle abule of hisBleſlings,they 
are the moſt congruous means for 
our Recovery. *' The Light: of 
God's Law doth not ſo /power- 
fully convince-us of the”Evil of 
Sin till felcin the effects of it, Thy 


own wickedneſs ſhall correFt | thee, and a 


thy backſlidmgs © ſhall reprove : thee; 


kuow cofon and ſee that it is. an evil © 


mig and atbitter, that thou haſt for{a- 


ken. 
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Job 
8,9 


36, 


Ver. 10. 


ken the Lard thy God, and that my 
fear 5 not 1in thee, ſaith the Lord of 
Fdoſts. The laftrucions of the 
Rod, are -more ſenſible than of 
the Word , as the feeling of a 
tormenting Dileale , producerh 
another kind of underſtanding 
of :it-than the reading, of-its na- 
ture in;Books of Phybick : and 
they make 11s more attentive to 
Godis Call, and: :leave ,a-deeper 
impreſſion , upon us. It is Eliby 
hisobſ{eryation, If, Simnuers-be bawnd 
* Fetters, and held;in|(,ords, then he 
ſhews them their works, and their tranſ- 


greſftions, that they have exceeded. 


Affliction clarifies /,cheir Sight, 
makes'Sin to -be-;as-heinous inthe 


view of Ganlſcience;:as in its own 
:foulnature. Jt:follows, He. gpen- 
eh alſo. the: Kar-.tq Diſcipline , (and 
commandeth - that they. return - from 
their: iniquity, | Gentle Methods 
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were loſt upon them, bur by 
Jadements he effeftually com- 
marids, they 'relett and returnno 
cheir Duty. And after Convyes- 
fion we 'need their Diſcipline, 
ro make us mote circumfſpect and 
. obedient. The Pſalmilſt declares, 
It #5 260d ' for me that J 6 tave. Seen prt.119 
offlied, For befote he was affli- 
| &ed he went aftray; 'He was 
reduced - from the errour of this 
ways by his T'roubles :And rwas 
his ' experimental .obſervation., \/ 
know'in faithfulreſs (from che con- 
ſancy of ove) 'rhow'baſt afflified. 
me. Nothing fo coolsour Zeal 
co Erernal-things, as' cheLoveof 
the World, 'YieaE hear-declines 
and' langiilies, 12s i the Feaveriſh 
hear is inflaenied; and till we feel 
the vexarions, +Wweateallared: by 
the vanities of the World: othere- 
fore Ged is pleaſed by fucks bireer 
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| means to make us more Holy and 


Heavenly. Sometimes he re- 
moves. with Jealouſy thole ob- 
zes to which our hearts are [vo 
intirely engaged, that the: enjoy- 
ment. of them intercepts the al- 
cending of our Afﬀections to him- 
ſelf. - Beſides, he will not ſuffer 
us. to periſh in Proſperity. We 
are chatened of the Lord for our 
amendment, that we may not be can- 
demned with the unreformed World. 
And is:not this an infallible te- 


ſimony of his Love ?. David ſaid, 


Let the Righteous ſmite me,and it ſhall 
be a kindneſs; let him reprove me., 
and it.. ſhall: be. an excellent Oul.; It 
he valued the/Reprehenſions char 
were not contumelious and inju- 
rious, not to upbraid but reform 
him, as a favour and dear ob- 
ligation, how mych,more ſhould 
we the corretions of our Hea- 
venly 
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venly Father? And it will -be'a 
greater incitement to an humble 
and grateful acceptance of this 
Diſcipline ; it we conſider what 
a ſevere neglect it is, when God 
ſuffers the Wicked to lead a YVo- 
luptuous Life wichour' 'diſtur- 
bance : They are encircled with 
Riches and Honours, ſoftned with 
Pleaſures, charmed with inticin 
objects, and thus become hard 
in.Sin: they are Riotous and 
Luxurious, and give the Reins to 
their corrupt, unruly Appetizes 
without controll; the Slaves of 
Senſe, led onely by Principles of 
Pleaſure, and hereby are inexcu- 
ſable, and made ripe for Perditi- 
on, and teſerved for' final Ven- 
geance. Others, though not guil- 
ty of ſcandalous enormities, yet 
are by continual Proſperity, ſetled 
tipon their Lees, -carelefs 'and 'le- 
n cure, 
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cure, neglef the great Salvation , 
and lay in their hearts, 7: « good 
80 be not - and their Damnation is 
as cettain, though not ſo viſible, 
as of thole who commit grols and 
open Wickednels. - Sad Preteri- 
tion! In. the midſt of Pleaſures 
they are truly miſerable; They 

have juſt "ou on to be CES 
to Sorrow, being forſaken of the 
Loye of God. The Bramble is 
not cut, when the Vine is pruned 
till ic bleeds in order to its fruit- 
falneſs ; this letting them alone 
to take their fill of Pleatures, IS 2 


heavy prolage of final ruine. 


Whenthe Panent is deſperate, the 


Agri lays np xeſfajor vpon 


the Dilcaled Appetne, bur PEr- 


wy 4:1 take whathe craves. 
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excellent Chriſtian.  Venes 
would be' comparatively of lic- 
cle uſe without hard Frials. Un- 
feigned Faith in the Truth and 
Power of God to accompliſh 
his Promiſes, Sincere Love: to 
; | him, bumble Self-denial, Perſe- 
7 | vering Patience then appear in 
* | heir radiancy and vigour. What 
: | a bleſſed ativantage is it, by the 
; | loſsof Temporal Comfonstoen- 
| | creaſe in the Graces of the Spirit ? 
- | they ate the trueſt Riches, the 
> | fulleſt Joy, and the higheſt ho- 
r | nour of a Chriſtian. St. Peter de- 
. | clares, the rial of our Faith os 


% PC —_—” Wo , wy —m_Q _ 


5 | much more precious than of Gold "Pets 11 
r | that periſſeth, . 'tis refined and © 
- | reſplendent+ by. the fire of Ab 
fliction,, and - will be  fornd canto 
yo. _— und (Flory , 

. Chrift., & 
is & dare St. James, oy" 


» &, CF” gue pay 


IEEE. 


"54 The Great Dhity 


Jam. 1- it-all Joy when ye fall into divers 


2, 3» 


Temptations. Knowing this, that the 
trial of your Faith worketh Patience; 
Though Afﬀictions fimply.conhi- 
dered, may be'very grievous, yet 
if we dvitedly weigh, and oo 
ly compare. things, even when 
owir forrowful Paſſions are moved; 
our Judgments will efteem them 
matter of Joy, not onely in ex- 
peRation of Future Happinels, 
but as Divine Grace. is thereb 

drawn forth in the moſt noble 
Operations, In ſhort, the ultt- 
mate deſign of God in afflicting 
his People, is thereby to bring 


: .--- | them to Heaven: Affliction mor- 


' tifies: the Luſts of the Fleſh, pu- 


rifies the Spirit, and makes us fit for 
the Inheritance of-.the Saiuts in Light. 
By perſevering/Patience in, Suffer- 
ings,. they are approved of God, 


and 'obtain a'Right-and T —_ 
TRE the 
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the Kingdom'of Glory." Boriae: 
cording to' the'tenor''of the Cos 
venant of 'Giace; Heaven ſhalt 


be conferred "as a reward, 'td oy'4z! 


thoſe "that: avercome.' If 'there 
be no Enemy, there" wil be is 


' Fight; and'if no Fight, "ho Vi- 


Qory ; if no Victory /\ io Tri. 
umph ; otily thoſe who yr acnd 


Are Crowned: ' 


The beloved Giſt Wit hig 
Brother, "though allied to'our 


| Saviour by Conlanguinity, who 


expected by ſpecial favour to be 
plorified wittiout' a preparatory | 
T rial, 'yet he tells then; without 
drinking of "his Cup, they: could not 
have @ ſhare in bis Kingdom, and 
this {hogtd reconicile our Spirits to 
all. our Troubles : for the Apoſtle 
declares, who- was a competent 
Judg ; — -4 — 


— 


_— <a 


acquainted with Griefs, and had 
a Proſpe& intotbe Glorious King- 
dom, | Lreckvy. that the Sufferings -of 


Rom. 8, this preſent Life, are not worthy to- be 


compared to the Glory that ſhall be 
revealed in #5. 

2. God's Love is: diſcovered 
i9, his compaſſionate Providence 
over. them, and aflifting Power 
afforded to them intheir AMicti- 
ons: He ſpeaks to the afflicted 


Heb. 12. andidiſconſolate, My Son, deſpiſe 
$- 


not thay the Chaſtening of the Lord, 
nar. faint when, thau art rebuked of 
bim:. To.ſweeten by that tendes 


- expreſſion, che rigour, of his. Diſ- 


cipline ; to figoity. his dear {ym- 


patchy. wich their Anguiſh and 


Sufferings. 3Þ | ; 
_ Heavenly Conlolation 1 God 


| himſelf bears a ſhare, in theix 


Sorrows, is ef flited\ in their Af- 
flition, : And the efleQ of this 
WY Þ | Love 
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Love is; that he always tempers - 

and moderates their 'Trials.,' to 
their Strength; -or increaſes their 
Strength in proportion to'the Friz 
al. His Corrections are delibe- 
rate Diſpenfations, that proeded 
from Judgment, tot from Fury 


; | | ) Ter. $. 
which the Prophet earneſtly de, 


precates, His Rods are bound 
op with Mercy, his Faithfulneſs 
joins with his Aﬀection; in mo- 
derating- their Sufferings. It is 
one Claufe of the Covenant of 
Grace, made wich Chrift, cypi- 
hed by David, If his Children break 


my Statutes, ani keep. not my Com- Plal. 89. 


mandments , - then will 1 viſit their 3 
cranſereflion with a Rod; to amend,” 
19s to' defroy them, but' my. loving 
kinds 1 will not take away from 
them ,. nor! fuffer my" Faithfulnefs to 
4. The Apoftle aſfutes Belis- 
vets, That God is faicbful, who will 
2 730. 


With, 
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1 Cor. not ſuffer them to be tempted above 
=> wha they are able, but will with the 
emptation. make a way to eſcape , 


2CTor.l. 


5+ 
2 Cor. 
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that they may be able to bear it. 
Our Redeemer in his Agony was 
relieved by Heavenly Succour, 
the preſence of an Angel with a 
meſlage - of Comfort ; St, Paul 
found tt verified by bis own 
Experience, That as the Sufferings 
of Chrift abounded m bim, ſo his Con- 
ſolations .abounded by Chriſt, and the 
Divine Power was accompliſhed, l- 
luſtriouſly appeared in- ſupporting his 
weakneſs. How many have en- 
joyed Comforts of a more 'pre- 
cious nature, and more abundant, 
in want: of Supplies from the 
World,..than in the poſleſſion of 
them 2 When there: .is a total 
Eclipſe below, the bleſſed Com- 
forter deſcends wich Light, and 
bio iu | fills 


'of Belignation. _ 6 
fills che Soul with Joy, in Belie- 
ving. gl 

The Hiſtorian tells us of a, ,. 
* clear Vein of Water, that quan 
fprings from Mongibel, (that great 4 */- 
> 001A that fhriy ſends Porch _— 
Smoak or Cn yeris ſo cool, ne 
as if ic diſtilled from a Snowy <1. 
Mountain : thus the Saints in the as 
Fiery Trial, have been often re- 
freſhed with Divine Comforts , 
and fuch humble Submiſſions,and 
gracious Thanksgivings have 
proceeded from their Lips, as 
have: been very comfortable to 
thoſe about them. 

Thirdly ; The Iflue our of all 
is the moſt ſenſible declaration 
of God's Love to them. The 
continuance is limited by his 
tender Love, till they are pre- 
pared for Mercy. The Profpe- 
rity of the Wicked is Wine in 
IIS Fr 0 
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Il, 


the beginning, and Lees ar the 
bottom ; but the worlt and affli- 
Red are of the Saints is firſt, and 
will at length certainly end in 
Felicity. In the Tragedy of Job, 
the Devil was the Author, Chal. 
deans and Sqgbeans were the 
A@ors, but the end was from 

the ik We are inſtrued by 

the Apoſtle, That although no (ha 
Silom for the preſent - th to be 


 Joyous, but grievous, nevertheleſs, af- 


terward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
of righteouſneſs, unto. them that are. 
exerciſed thereby. It is an alluſion 
to the Rewards in the Olympick 
Games, when the perſons thar 
overcame in thoſe Exerciſes, were 
crowned with Wreaths of Olive 
Leaves, the Emblem of Peace. 
'Thus Chriſtians who with un- 
fainting perſeverancein their Du- 
fy, ſuffer Aﬀiction, ſhall be re- 


warded 


of Reſignation. 
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warded with Holinels4n-conjun- | 


ftion with Peace. This peaceable 
fruit of Righteouſneſs:is nor the 
natural product of Affliction: : 
Grapes do not ſpring from 
Thorns, nor Figs from 'Thiſtles; 
neither cam it; be ſo properly aſ- 
cribed to the afflicted perſon, as 
ro the powerful Vertue and fpe- 
cial Grace of the Holy Spirit, 
who ſanftifies Afﬀictions, and 
makes them profitable for effe- 
Ring God's intention by them, 
And when the afflifted perſon be- 
comes more humble, more: ho- 
ly, more weaned from the World, 
more reſigned co the Will of 
God , this Fruit unto Holineſs 
will compenſate all their Pains 
and Sorrows. And in conjun&ion 
with Holineſs, there is a Divine 
Peace, x Joyful calm and quier- 
neſs of Conſcience in the fenſe of 
F 4 God's 


A. AM. ad 
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God's: favour; i his: anfwers ot- 
Peace are: uſually a reward: ac-: 
cording: to: the; operations _ of 
Grace ;. His Comforts are diſpen- 
ſed, as encouragements to. Qbe-; 
dience. Beſides; when the Sinful 
Corruptions are .. purged | out, 
which cauſed perperual diſtur- 
bance, -and our Aﬀe&ions and 
Actions are correſpondent to the 
Divine Law, there is that clear- 
neſs and ſerenity of Mind, that 
reſt and eaſe jn the Soul, ariſing 
from. jts- juſt and due ſubordina- 
tion ynto God, which the diſobe- 
dient, in all their ſeeming proſ- 
perity, never enjoy. There u na 
peace, ſairh my God, to the Wicked. 
Theſe beginnings of happineſs are 
obtained here, but the perfeftion 
of jt is in the next Life. Bleſſed 
s the Han that endureth Tempta- 
ton, for when be is tryed be ſhall. 
rem, 


ER en p—_— — %4 wc ww ww 3+Y< 


f _— 


of Reſignation, 73 
receive the Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which God hath promiſed to them that 
love him. The richnels and value 
of the Crown of Life is ſo great, 
that God, the moſt wile and juſt 
eſteemer -of things, gave the 
precious Blood of his Son to pur- 
chaſe it for us. It is a Felicity 
ſo tranſcendent in its quality, and 
ſtable in its duration, that the 
Bleſſed God cannot give us a 
reater ; for what greater good 
is conceivable than himſelf ? and 
what more ſtable enjoyment of 
it than Eternity ? The hope of this . 
makes a Chriſtian Bleſled in the 
midſt of the greateſt miſeries. 
Qur light Afflitions that are but for 2 Cor.4- 
a moment, work for *us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of Glo- 
ry. | | 
-Fifthly ; The infinite Wiſdom” 
of God orders all things -in = 


Jn Ss a ' _ 
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beſt manner for his own Glory, 
and the final good of his People. 
If he governed by abſolute Em- 
pire, none in Heaven or Earth 
might {ay to him, Whar dolt thou? 
but there is an inſeparable conne- 
Eion between his Wiſdom and 


: Tim.1 his Will; he is the King Eternal , 


and the only Wiſe God , as the 
Apoſtle joins thoſe Divine Titles. 
In this the excellence of the Di- 
vine Liberty ſhines, that 'tis al- 
ways regulated by Infinite Wiſ- 
dom: He works all things ac- 
Eph. r. cording to the (ounſel of bis Will : 
fl. this is ſpoken according to hu- 
mane conceptions, but muſt be 
underſtood in a ſenſe becoming 
the Perfeftions of God : for 
Counſel cannot properly be attri- 
buted to God, whole Underſtand- 
ing is Infinite, and in one view 


comprehends all things; | but as 


thoſe 
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, | thole things are moſt complear 

, | that are the product of our dee -; » 
- | liberate realonings and deep — 
| | contrivance ; ſohis work is perfeth, ny; 

> || for all bis ways are Judgment. Whey 32. 4- 

. | ever weare diſlatisfied or diſplea- 

| | ſed with his Proceedings , it is 

from the Error of our Minds, and 

the Viciouſnels of our Aﬀections. 

we preſume to correct his Provi- 
dence, as if it were defeCtive in 
regulating the affairs of this lower 

World ; but he is wonderful in Coun- 1c, ,q;. 
ſel, and excellent in Working. In the 29. - -- 
Creation, this regular and beau- 

tiful World was formed out of 
Darkneſs and Confuſion: And. . 

his Providence, that .is now mi- 
ſerious and vailed to us, will 

bring into glorious Order and, 
{ſweet Agreement, thoſe things. 

in their final reſolution, that now . 

icem {o perplext to qus Appce-; 


henl1ons. 
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Job. 32. 
2+ 


Job 42. 
3+ 6G. 


henſions. "Twas a confonndin 

reproach from God to Job, Who is 
this that darkens Counſel by words 
without knowledg ? His paſſionate 
exclamations were ſuch, as if the 
Divine: Wildom had not diſpo- 
ſed all theAfMiiCing circumſtances 
in the ſeries of his Sufterings; and 
that Holy Man being convinced 
of his prelumptuous Folly, repeats 
the Charge againſt himſelf with 


tears of Confuſion : Who # be that 


hideth Counſel without Knowledg ? 
therefore have T uttered that T under- 

00d not, things too wonderful for me, 
which I'knew not ; wherefore I abhor 
my ſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſh- 
es.:. More partichlarly, 

Firſt ; all chings are ſo wiſely 
ordered, that God ſhall be glo- 
rified in theevent; and it is the 
nobleſt diſpoſition of a Chriſtian, 
to prefer the adyancement of his 

5A Glory, 
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Glory, | before all: the Comforts 
of this Life; and Life it felt. -Our 
Bleſſed Saviour in the  Fore- 
thoughts of his Sufferings , was 


in diſtreſs. and perturbation of 


Mind, like the darkening of che 


Sky before a great Shower : Now John 1.2: 


is :my Soul troubled, what ſhall I jay ? 27: 
Father, ſave me from this Hour. 
But the ſhort: confli&t of Nature 
was prelently.at an end, he wil- 
lingly yielded up himſelf: to be. 
a Sacrifice to the Divine Honour, 
and ſaid, Father, glorify thy Name. 
HMeſes and Paul, whole admira- 
ble Zeal, had only: a Parallel 
between theraſelves in the ſame 
degree of Holy heat, deſired the 
Salvation of the Jews before their 
own, . if God might be-more 
glorified by it. © This is-the firſt 
Petition in Order and Dignity, in 
that compleat / form of | Prayer 
| compoled 


A 


þ —— — — 
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ed by our Saviour, as tlie 

Rule of all our defires. Thy Name 


be Halkowed and Glorifred in us, and 
byus. The admirable Hiftory of 


po EY 


| Fephtha's only Daughter, is appli- | 


| cable to this purpote ; ſhe joifully 
-: 5-7 came forth 9% ms her Father, 
fodg;s returning Victorious and Frium- 
36, phant afcer his War with the Am- 
monites; He had made a raſh Vow, 

to offer up in Sacrifice to God, 

who ever ſhould firſt meet him 

after his Vitory ; and upon the 

ſrght of | his Daughtes, was | ſo 

» wounded' with: Sorrow , 

that his Friumph was - converted 

mo Lamentations: but the Grief 

was only in the Fathet ; for i 

chac fartt turpriſe of fuch acerrible 
Sencenceto be executed upon her, 
fhedidnot anſwer his Fears witty 
Tears:, nor. Lamentations with 
Lamentations, but ſaid unco him, 
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My Father, if thou haſt opened thy 
mouth unto the Lord, do tome, ac- 


cording to that which bath proceeded 
out of thy mouth, for. as much as the 
Lord bath taken Vengeauce: for thee 
on thine Enemies. Methinks the 


admirable Love and Generokity, . 


in a young Virgin, to whom her 
Father's Honour and: Exaltation 
was more dear than her Life, 
braids us for our unwillin Ch 
miſſion to thole Providential Dil- 
penſations that are ungrateful co 
=_-_ and Blood, wherein the 
ory of God-is advanced. If we 
Jp to Manyrdom for his 


Truth,and our Lives ſhould bleed - 


forth; as Sacrifices arr the Altar,or 
our Bodies be conſumed as In- 
cenle.on;the- Cealex;ic were anun-: 
jlt _ ungratcful complaint, co: 
exprels. paſliqhate reluQancy. a- 
gains hisP rovidence A——_ 


no 


SS 
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other conſequences of our preſent 
Sufferings, bur the glorifying God; 
we ſhould 'be content. That is 


the worthieſt end which he pro- 
eth to'himſelf, and will ac- 


compliſh : His Divine excellen- 
cies 'will be flliftrated by the 
wickedneſs of Men, that at preſent 
obſcures the Glory of his Govern- 
ment ; his Wiſdom, Power, Ho- 
lineſs, Mercy and Juſtice will be 
acknowledged; admired, and 
magnified ar laſt. OL! 24 
2. His Wiſdom wilt order all 
chings, even the moſt / afflicting 
and dolorous, for the good of his 


- People. This is a feartul Paradox 


to 2 carnal Mind , that judgerh: 
of 'Good- and Evil, as preſent 


things are pleaſant or unpleaſanc 
to ſenſe, without regard to what: 


is - future. '-T'is like Sampfon's 
Riddle to the Philiſtims, Out of the 
I: Devonrer 
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Devourer:tame Meat, .and out of: the 
Strong came ſweetreſs; But ro the 
Mind that hath ſpiritual difcern- 
ing, and judgeth of Good and 
Evil, as things are conducive or 


 deſtru&tive to the happinefs of 


the Soul, it is a clear undoubted 
Truth. We kiiow, aichthe Apo- 
ſtle wich che oreateſt aflurance , 


hens | 


that all things work together for good Rom: 8. 


to thers that love God, All things 28 
the molt adverſe to their preſent 
deſires, are fo diſpoled andover- 
tuled by his Providence,as if there 
were.. 4 ſecret intelligence and 
concert between them; to pro- 


mote the Happinefs of the Saints : 


thus in mixt Bodies the contra- 
ry qualicies are reduced to. ſuch 
a,jult meaſure and ceniperament 
by the Wiſdom of the Divine 
Maker, that a; ſound and healch-! 


bg co aſtiction reſules from them 


G Ve- 
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We have a rare inſtance of this 
in the Hiſtory of Joſeph, bis envi- 
ous Brethren were the Inſtru- 
ments of his Exalcation : they 
ſold him for a Slave into Egypt to 
fruſtrate his Propherick Dreams, 
and there, by many admirable 
turns of Providence, he was ad- 
vanced to the higheſt Dignity ; 
and then was venkbend in-him and 
his Brethren , that bu Sheaf aroſe 
and ſtood upright, and their Sheaves 
flood round, and did obeſance to 
bis Sheaf. God had relerved 
oles of greater .good for 
Joſeph, than if he had continued 
under his Fathers tender Eye and 
Care; therefore 'tis ſaid in his Hi- 
ſtory, that they perfideouſly - ſold 
hun. but. God: ſent .bm. He that 
atrentively reads the Journeys of 
the Ijrachtes through the Wilder- 
ne\s to:((@naan;cannot but wonder 
| a 
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ar the Cirtuics and indirect moti- 
bas "in their © tedious Travel for 
Forty Years; | and when hear the 
Borders of che place; fo long and 
ardently-deſired, they were often 
commanded -ro-retreat in che ſame 
Line wherein they had advanced 
to'ir : had they chole the ſhorteſt 
way; and.difobeyed the Divine 
Condudter;they had nevet emtred 
inco the Land of ' Promiſe; bur 
following: ch& Pillar that dire&ted 
their March, though they ſeem'd 
Joſt in their.imtricare —_— 
yet they  obwined » the - jo 
poſleſfion of ir; This was 

of the Saints paflage Ing 
troubleſom' World, ro the true 
reſt above; and that! 'they are 
guided through many croſs ways 
direaly: u0-the m_—_ of Hea- 
ven. Who knows, 


what is good-for0a Man in this Life, 6. 1 2. 
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itt:Solomon!; Ecclef. 
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all the days of his vain Life, which be 
ſpendeth as a ſhadow ? - That which 
4s defir'd with importunity, as 
trending to his Happineſs, often 
proves his Woe: Some had not 
been {o wicked, and .conſequent- 
ly fo-miſerable,: if their Luſts 
had not been excited by Riches 
and Power : others had not been 
ſecured from deſtruftive Temp- 
tations , but in a low and afflict- 
ed ſtate. 'Tis therefore both our 
Duty and Intereſt'nor to pray ab- 
ſolutely for -any temporal thing , 
bur when: our: Defires are moſt 
pem—_ :to ſay with the humi- 
ity and'holinets; the: reverence 
and obedience. of -our Saviour , 
Not my Will; but thine be done. We 
{ſhall find our ſelves more. happy 
by the: Divine diſpolalof things, 
than 1t! we'bad obtained our dear- 
_...:.. eſt Wiſhes, and moſt atdent Pray- 


ers, 
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ers? © And when we ſhall come 


co: the rop of the Holy Hill, and 
look” down onthe various Cir- 
cuits of Providence by which we 


alcended , ' we ſhall then under- 


ſtand chit: Wiſdom 'and Love 
conducted us ſafely to Felicity ; 
we ſhall approve and admjre all 
the Divine methods in order to 
our bleſſed End: Now the belief 
of" this ſhould compoſe us to a 
patient and cheerful reſignation 
of our ſelves'ts/ God's Providence 


and Pleaſure» Who would not + 


accept of the'Counſel of a Friend 


that proceeds Fom Love,; though pi 
| his Judgment: were not fo exact 


as'to be relied on? Much'more 
ſhould we thankfolly receive the 
Appointmetits” 'of God';- whole 
Knowledg 2nd AﬀcRion” are 
equally R, 

cy" 5 *nnited” rhe Wiſdom of 


G3 z 


pertative, 4n whom 


$6 The Geat Duty | 


_—  .. 


Uſe 1. 


a Father's (and the rendernels of 4 
Mother's)- Love to hjs.Children, 
Briefly, as Jonathan by taſting che 
Honey at the end of hjs Rod, had 
his eyes enlightened,ſo the end of 
the ſevereſt Chaſtiſements will 
convince them , that the Proyi; 
dence of (30d was more benign 
and propitious thag, they could 
imagine. His ways are us far above 
our ways, and his thoughts' above ous 
thoughts, as the Heavens are above the 


Earth. | This Point 1s. applicablg: 


tO Us, 


Firſt, by way. of Reproot for 
our unſubmiſſive behaviour in Af- 
flictions, our uncompliance with 
the Divine Diſpoſals. . Some 378 
in a ſecres dilgqntent at (3od's 
AMicting: Providence ; i and this 
razeth the memory--of former 
Mrroing;! apdagkey.auray the 199 
4 I 
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liſh of preſent Mercies; as, the, 


ſweet Showers of Heaven thac fall 
into the Sea are turned into its 
brackiſh taſte ; ſuch neicher enjoy 
God nor themſelves. What egre- 
gious folly and vile ingratitude is 
this! All we have, js from his 
moſt free favour ; and ſhall we 
peeviſhly ſlight his Benefits, be- 


caule our Delires are not gratified 


in every reſpe&t ? Others are mo- | 


ved with Anger and Vexation for. | 


the Evils chac betal them :; as the 
Red-hot Iron under the blows of 
the Hammer caſts abroad Fiery 
Sparks ; {9 their ſtubborn fierce 
Spirits, when afflicted, break forth 
in expreſſions of jmpatience and 
difpleaſure, They cauac it a baſe 
abjenels of Mind, a deſpicable 
Puſillanimity to hymble them- 
ſelves under God's, Judgments, 
and wich contrition for their Sins 

G 4 a 
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to implare his Clemency.The voice 


of the Lord maketh the Hinds to calve 
the timerous and weak creatures * 
But when the Heavens roar, the Lions 
Thunder back again. Fhus ſtrong 
and ftubborn Sinners, when they 
feel the effes of God's Anger, 
are raging and furious in theit 
Paſhons and Expreſſions. The 
fooliſh Man perverteth his way, his 
moſt grievous ſufferings are the fruits 
of bis Sins, and his Heart fretteth 
dgainſt the' Lord as the infliter of 
them. This is a hjgh indignity to 
God, and an injury to themſelves. 
For a vile Creature, a baſe guilty 
Wretch to murmur and ftorm 
againſt God's righteous ' Judg- 
ments, argues 2 Prodigious Fot- 
getfulneſs, both of its dependance 
and obnoxiouſneſs to the Divine 
Tribunal. It is ſaid of the adhe- 
xents of Antichriſt, 'that they were 
9” a= frcbel 


Prov. Ig 
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2 ſcorched with great he and-blafe Rev. 16 
phemed the name of God, which hath 9 
power oper the Plagues, ' and they re 
pented not to give him Glory, Infi- 
nite Inſolence ! Such obſtinare 
Souls the Prince of Darkneſs poſ- 
ſeſles as his peculiar Dominion ; 
they have more need of Conver- 
ſion than Conſolation. Beſides, 
by impatience and yexatious fret- 
ting, they exaſperate their pains, 
turn the Rod into a Serpent, Vi- 
| pers into Dragons ; and' God's 
mighty hand is more —_ by 
their refiſtance. Bold Expoſtula- 
tions irritate his Anger , rather 
than incline his Mercy; the' wit- 
ful Man never 'wants Woe: With ,,, 8 
the froward, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, thou —- 


|. aw thy ſel if froward, or; as 1t 1s 


red in al Margent, wreſtle. 
The ſtrongeſt Sinner is *nor'/a 
Mach for the Almighty ; if his 
Anger 


go 
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Anger excite his Power, how ea- 


| ily, bow ſuddenly are they deftroyed 


without remedy * Stubborn imparti- 
ence under the infliftions of God's 


=m Providence, is the near- 


r 
eſt Step- to final ruine. Others 
are {o dejeted and broken with 
Afﬀlictions, that their continuance 
in the World is. but a Living 
Death: every thing entertains 
their Grief, and the beſt means 
afforded for their reviving and 
comfort are ineffefual. Sorrow 
flows into Deſpair, they lament 
and languiſh as if their cafe were 
hopeleſs - and . remedileſs. The 
Fonnteain of this black Stream, is 
2 ſuperlative efteem and affecti- 
onto inferiour things, and what 
is reſerved for the Bleſſed Crea- 
tor ? If a--temporal Lols be the 
moſt aflicting Evil, 'tis a ſign 
that God was not valued and 

loved 
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- | layed as the chjcfeſt Good, The © 
d || difficulty of receiying Conſola- 

- | tion, ſhews. che neceſlity, of theip 
$ 
J 
2 


being afflicted; the Language. of 
ſuch reſolyed Sorrow is, They bave 
taken away my Gods, and what have I 
more ? The. {ole objects, of their 
telicity are removed , and they 

* | refuſe to be comforted; as if no 
; | lels Sacrifice were due to the re- 
; | membrance of their lols,: but Life 
| | it ſelf, What a dilparagement.is 
this of the Diyine Excellencies ? 
Are the conſolations of Gad ſmall ta 
u5 2 Is not bis.Love ableto com- 
pealare the lols of a frail, mura- 
ble, mortal Creature} Cannot he 
pleale:and {azisty ws without che 
fruition of one;Earthly'Comforc? 
This dejectian of Spirit is equally 
undutiful. 2s pacomfortable ; our 
 Griefs.are;{ametimes as vain and 
as. guilty as. que Joys ; there is A 
re tincture 
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tincture 'of Diſobedience in our 
' Tears : for we -are 'commanded 
to mourn. as if we mourned not , for 


the faſhion of the World paſſeth away, 


" and 'we at once break his Law 


and our own Peace. Our Diſobe- 
dience-in this is aggravated, as be- 
ing coritrary not only to- the Ay- 
thority and Sandtity of the Law- 
giver, but to his Loving-Kind- 
neſs and Compaſſion. Ah, the 
miſerable blindneſs of Humane 
Minds! andthe more miſerable, 
becauſe yoluntary. Who is more 
deſervedly unhappy than onethat 
firs upon the bank of a River, and 
yet is Tormented and Dies with 
Thirſt? the clear, freſh Stream 
paſſeth before him},  allures and 
invites him, bur he will-not ſtoo} 

co drink; this is the cafe of thot. 


who negle& and refuſe the Spi- 


ritual Conſolatiansin the (Joſpel, 
| that 
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that are comipared:to the flowing 


Rivers of Living Water, for their John 32 
cooling, refreſhing quality.” They 38, 39+ 


meritoriouſly and aCively _ 
crouble to rheir Souls ; their Pat- 
ſions are the Inſtruments of their 
Miſery.  Hethat is his own Exe- 
cutioner; "has no excuſe. of. Dy- 
ing;; beis juſtly, becauſe wilfully 
mnuſerable. - Confider alſo what 
2. reproach is caſt upon Chriſti- 
anity , 'that ſo many - vertuous 
Heathens in great AMictions , 
were in fome meaſure ſupported 
by the Preceprs- of Humane Wil- 
dom;and that Chtiſtians,co whom * 
there is revealed from Heaven, 
that an Erernal ſtate of Glory and 
Joy ſhall be-the reward of cheir 
patient Sufferings, remain -utter- 
ly diſconfolate. I wilb ſingle out 
one example. Stiſpm the'Philoſo- 
pher, - when his Ciry wis deſtroy- 


ed, 
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with his Wife and Children; and 
_ Omnis he efcap't' alone from the Fire; 
ixingg being asked whether he had loft 
. ſun.7«- any thing? replied, A# my Trea- 
[we ſures are with me, Juſtice, Vertue, 
Tempe- TFT emperance, P rudetnce, and this 
rantis; inviolable -Principle';' not./:r0 
tia, hoc eſteem any thing as my proper 
;;/amni- Good, thar- can beixavith't from 
9:44” me :his/Mind was excct and ſtcd- 
quod eri- faſt under the Ruins of 'his Coun- 
2 Poll”. ery, And others upon lower 
Epi. g. and lefs generous conſiderations, 
have born up in- theis Sufferings. 

How do ſuch Examples upbraid 

us, that their Twilight excells our 
Noon-day Brightne(s 3 If com- 
mon. Cotdtals raiſed fuch coura- 
gious Spirits in- themi, | ſhall-not 
the Waters of Life; the Divine 
ſtrong Cotmforts of che Goſpel, 
fortify us to bear. all Sufferings 
wich'a'valiant Reſignation to the 


good 
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good Will of God ? Can'theSpi- 
rit of a Man, by rational: Princi- 
pics ſuſtain his Infirmities , and 
cannot the Spirit of God,che great 
Comforter, ſupport us under all 
Troubles ? Whar a blot is this to 
Religion ? Thole who will not 
be comforted, will not be Chri- 
ſtians ;. by the ſame Holy Spiric 
who is tiled che Comforter, we 
are the one and the other, If the 
precious Promiles of the Goſpel 
do not alleviate our Sorrows, 'us 
not from Infirmiry, but from la- 


hdelicy. Tis an incredible:Mira- 


cle, that a perſon can be in reali- | 
ty a Chriſtian, and: not capable 


of Conſolation; as if Erernal Lite 
were not purchaſed by Chrift for 
his People, or the preſent Suffer- 
ings were comparable co the fu- 
ture Glory 7? or the poſlefiion of 
it were. to. be: abtained after a 


thouſand 


pete 
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years of hard trial :: Butif it were 
delayed' fo-long;, that fenfible 
duration {honld not {1nk our Spi- 


rits; for the Miſery that paſleth 


with Time", is not of moment 
with  reſpe& :to: the Blefledneſs 
that is eſtabliſh'd for-Ever: 


Secondly , Let us-be excited 
co tranſcribe this Divine Leſſon 
({o tull of excellency and difficul- 
ty) in- our Hearts and Lives. 'Tis 
ealy inSpeculation to conſent, to 
the realonablenels of this Duty, 
but how hard to /praftiſe it, and 
to bear not too ſenſibly ſuch Evils 
as are incurable here ? A delibe- 
rate, univerſal, conſtant ſubjeQi- 


on to God's Will, though con- | 
. trary:to our Carnal deſires and in- 

rerefts, how - rarely is it to be 
found: amongthoſe-who in Title 
and Profeſſion are 'his-Servants ? 


In 
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In Ative Obedience, ſome will 
readily perform {ome particular 
Commands, but withdraw ſub- 
jection from the reſt ; chey ſeem 
ro make Conſcience of the Duties 
of Piety, but neglect Righteoul- 
nels; or elſe are jult in their Deal- 
ings, and careleſs of Devotion. 
Some are liberal but irreconcila- 
ble; they will give for cheir Ho- 
nour, but forgive no Contempt 
or Injury ; and as the dividing 11- 
ving Twins deitroys them, fo 
the Life and Sinceriry of Obedi- 
ence,that conliſts in the union and 
intireneſs of irs parts, is deſtroy- 


ed by dividing our reſpects to 


ſome commands, neglecting the 


| reſt, And in Paſive Obedience , 


many will ſubmit co lighter and 
ſhorcer afflitions, bur it an Evil 
comes that nearly. touches the 
heart, or that remains long with- 


H out 
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out redreſs, they become impati- 


ent, or ſo dejected as to neglect. 


their Duty. I ſhall therefore 
ſuperadd to the former Argu- 
ments, wherein the Neceſlity, the 
Equity, and the Policy of our 
Duriful Reſignation to God's 
Providence is clearly et forth , 
ſome other Motives and Directi- 
ons, that may be uleful and effe- 


Etual for this end. 


Firſt ; Look frequently to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, che Author and finiſh- 
er of our Faith: The Divine 
Wiſdom,to reform the World, aſ- 
{ſumed the Humane Nature, and 
expreſſed in a Holy Converſati- 
on upon Earth, a living Copy of 
his Frecepts, to dire& us in the 
various parts of our Duty ; and 
becauſe the exercile of Humility, 


Self Denial, and the reſt of che 
Suffering Graces, is ſo difficult to 


our 
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our frail and tender Nature ; he 
aſcended the Croſs, and inſtructs 
us by Suffering to ſuffer with his 


AﬀeCtions, leaving us his Exam- 


ple, as the beſt Le&ture of our 


Duty ; His Sufferings concern us 
not only in point of Merit bur 
Conformity. We can never enjoy 
the benefit of his Paſſion , with- 
out following his Patern. His 
example is the Rule of the high- 
eſt Perfe&tion, and we are under 
the greateſt obligation to imirate 
and honour him who is our Sove- 
reign and Saviour, to whom we 
owe our Redemption from ever- 
laſting Miſery , and the Inheri- 
tance of Glory. 'Tis the Apolile's 


—_ 


9” 


ag - 


advice to the afflited, to conſider yy,,; ,. 
him that endured ſuch contradiftion of 3. 


Sinners againſt himſelf, that ye be not 
wearied,and faint in your minds. This 
deduction is with greater force 
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ro make us humble and patient ; 
If we conſ1der, 

Fiſt ;. the Infinite Dignity of 
his Perſon. He was the Eternal 
and Onely Son of.God, and de- 
ſcended from the Throne of his 

Majeſty, diveſted himſelf of his 
Robes of in{upportable Light, 
that concealed and manifeſted his 
(zlory to the Angels, and was 0- 

MOT bedient to the Death of the Croſs: 
\ ** what are the higheſt and belt of 
Men co him 2 Were it not ex- 
creamly unbecoming and unduri- 

ful for a Subject to/refuls,Obedi- 
ence to a jult Law, if the-King 
t'1at made the Law ſhould volun- 
tarily obſerve it, and reſerve no 
other advantage to himſelf, but 

the honour of enacting ic? Our 
Saviour did not ſtand upon the 
dignity and liberty of his Perſon 
teing equal with God, and our 
King, 
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King, but intirely complied wich 
the Law, and ſhall we complain 
of its rigour ? 

Secondly ; The Greatnels of 
his Sufferings. They were incom- 
parable as to their value, ſo in 
their degrees. He endured the 
equal extremities of Infamy. and 
Torment, that are {o contrary to 
the inclinations of Mankind. He 
was Crowned with a cruel Dia- 
dem of Thorns, Scourged, Spit 
upon, Derided , Crucifed ; In- 
ſenſible Nature, as if capable of 
Underſtanding and Aﬀection, was 
diſordered in its whole frame ar 


his Death. The Heavens [ympa- 


thized, in Ecliples of the Sun, in 


the darkneſs of the Air at Mid- 
day, as Midnight; the Earch- 
quak't with deep Tremblings,and 
the Rocks were rent aſunder, And 
the Sufferings of his Soul from the 

Hz incenſed 
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incenſed Juſtice of God were in- 
conceivably great, What is the 
worlt we ſuffer eicher immediate- 
ly from God, or inſtrumenrally 
from Men, to his bitter Paſſion ? 
Our Sufterings are bur ſuperficial 
{ſhadows of Milery, compared to 
his deep Sorrows. 

Thirdly ; His Suffterings were 
molt undeſerved : For he was the 
Holy One of God, his Concepti- 
on without the leaſt taint.ot-Sin, 
his Life of ſtricteſt Purity , and 
compleat Obedience to the Di- 
vine Law. We may read the 
procels of our Sins, and under- 
{ſtand their Guile in; his Paſſion. 
He was made Sin for us, (a Sacri- 
hce to atone the Divine Diſplea- 
ſure) who knew no Sin: As David 
when Guilty of Adultery and 
Murder, was fired with diſdain 
at the relation of an incompal\- 

ſionate 
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ſionate Rich Man , killing the 
ſingle Lamb of his poor Neigh- 
bour, and ſparing his own nu- 
merous Flock; and when the 
Prophertunveiled the Parable,and 
ſurpriſed him with thar piercing 
reproach, Thou art the Man ! he 


preſently by chat Fiction in ano- - 


ther, was convinced of his own 
true guilt, and was extreamly af- 


fliged in the ſenſe of it: Thus 


.  weareaptto conceive indignation 


againſt the Murderers of our Sa- 
viour, the Apoſtate Apoſtle, the 
Malicious Prieſt, the Unrighteous 
Jude, the Bloody Soldiers. But 
Conſcience ( as a true Nathan) 
may charge. us to have been in 
that wicked Conſpiracy againſt 
the Lord of Glory, for our Sins 

Condemned and Crucified him. 
And as our Sins were the im- 
pulſive cauſe of his Sufferings, lo 
H 4 our 
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our good is the <&ftect of them; 
He ſuftered the Death of the 
Croſs, that his Blood might be 
our Ranlem, his Ignominy the 
purchale of our Glory, his Tor- 


, ments the merit of our Blecfled- 


nels, his Death the Seed of Im- 
mortal Life to us; but we lufter 
the juſt puniſhment of our own 
SINS. 

Fourthly ; His willing Obe- 
dience, Divine Patience, and in- 
vincible Conſtancy in Suffering ' 
for us, In his diſtreſs, the whole 
Army of Heaven were in readi- 
nels for his Prote&tion and Rel: 
cue, upon the lealt {1gnification 
of his Will; If T prayed to my Fa- 
ther, be would ſend me twelve Legions 
of Angels. Nav, he had the 
Springs and Keys of the Divine 
Power in his hands, and could 
by a Word have deltroyed his 

Ene- 
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Enemies ; but | he freely gave him- 
ſeif for us, and without reliftance, 
without complaint crook up his 
Croſs. Now our Saviour, who 
had the fulneſs of the Spirit, com- 
municartes to us the farlt Fruits of 
ic, Faith and Love, Humility and 
Patience, Peace and Joy to lup- 
pore us under Affliction. 
Fikchly ; Conſider the excel- 
lent reward of his Sufferings, He 
was abaled below Men, and is 
advanced above all the Angeli- 
cal Orders, and is the Eternal Ar- 
oument of their Praiſes; Never 
were Sufterings {o grievous, never 
was flue (o glorious. For the Joy Heb. 12. 
that was ſet before him, he endured 2 
the (roſs, deſpiſed the ſhame, and is 
ſet down at the right hand of the Ma- 
jeſty on high. Now our Bleſſed 
| Saviour hath promiſed , To him Po ” 
that overcomes, will I grant to fut with 
| me 


— 
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me in my Threne, even as 1 alſo over- 
came, and am ſet down with my Fa- 
ther in bis Throne. Unfainting Per- 
ſeverance in our Duty ſhall be 
rewarded with the Glory of our 
Redeemer. And is not the pro- 
fpe&t and expeRation of this ſuf- 
ficient to confirm our Minds, and 
make us patiently . bear the great- 
eſt Aflictions ? 

Secondly, The Conlideration 
of the Suffering Saints in all Ages, 
is a powerful per{ſwalive to Pati- 
ence. Thus the Apoſtle James di- 
Jam. 5. res Chriſtians, Take,my Brethren 
'% the Prophets, who have ſpoken in the 
Name of the Lord, for an example 
of ſuffering Affliction , and of Pati- 
ence. And we have great encou- 
ragement from hence, if we con- 
{1der, _—_ 

1. That thoſe who are of moſt 


precious account with God , 
and 
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we 


and highly favoured by him, are 
uſually exerciſed with ſharp At- 
Aictions. The ſingularity and 
greatnels of a Calamity exalpe- 
rates the Sorrow, when 1t is appre- 


hended as a ſign of extraordinary 


Guilc in the Aﬀflicted, and of {ſe- 
vere diſpleaſure in God that ſends 
it ; but to prevent Trouble that 
ariſeth from that - apprehenſion, 
the Scripture records the heavy 
Afflictions that happened to God's 
choſen Servants and Favourites, 
Moſes, whom God honoured 
with the moſt condeſcending and 
familiar Diſcoveries of himſelf, 
was tried by long Afﬀictions. 
David, a Man after God's own 
Heart, was a long time hurled 
to and fro by Tempeſtuous Per- 
ſecurions from his unjuſt and im- 
placable Enemies. Tſaiah , who 
was dignified with ſuch Heaven- 


ly 


m——— 


108 


— 


The Gzeat Duty 


ly Revelations, that his deſcribing 
the Sufferings of Chriſt ſeems ra- 
ther the Hiſtory of an Evangeliſt, 
than the Viſton of a Propher, was 
{ſawn aſunder. 

2. Their Nature was as frail as 
ours, their Afflictions as cutting 
and ſenſible, yet how patiently 
and couragiouſly did they endure 
the moſt cruel Sufferings ? 

3. We have the ſame bleſſed 
Comforter to aſſiſt us,as they had, 
the Holy Spiric. He that is ſtiled 
the Spirit of Power, infuſeth a 
holy Magnanimity to bear the 
heavieſt Sufferings. Now it is the 
Apoſtles Inference from the Hi- 
ſtory of the Saints under the Old 
Tellunenr ſome of whom died 
Martyrs, and others lived Mar- 
tyrs, by their conſtant and gene- 
rous ſuftering various evils for 
Divine Truth. Wherefore ſeeing 

Q we 
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we are compaſſed about with ſo great Heb. 12. 
a Cloud of Witneſſes, let us lay aſide © 


every weight, and the Sin that doth ſo 
eaſily beſet us, and let us run with pa- 
tience the race that is ſet before us. 
The Metaphorical Expreſſion, a 
Cloud of Witneſſes, imports a nu- 
merous Company, and is by ſome 
of the Ancients interpreted as an 
Alluſion to the Benefit we receive 
from the Natural Clouds, that re- 
freſh the Air, and skreen us from 
the ſcorching heat of the Sun. 
The Alluſion is too ſubtile and 
ſtrain'd, but the Benefit is real ; 
for the admirable examples of 
their Patience and Courage are 
powerful to refreſh ſorrowful 
Spirits ; We are encompaſſed with 
them as a Theatre : There is no kind 
of Affliction, and no part of our 
Duty, whereof there is not pre- 
ſented to us ſome example for our 
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Encouragement and Imitation. 
It is alſo worthy of Obſervation, 
that Chriſtians have a ſpecial Ob- 
ligation, Encouragement, and 
Aſſiſtance to bear Affliictions with 
chearful Spirits, above the Belie- 


'vers of the Old Teſtament. For 


under the Hoſaic Diſpenſation, 
outward Proſperity, Riches, Ho- 
nour, Vietory, long Life were 
the open Expreſſions of God's Fa- 
vour, promiſed by the terms of 
that Covenant, as Rewards to. O- 
bedience. Yerteven then, ſome 
of the moſt excellent Saints were 
illuſtrious Examples of patient 
ſuffering Aﬀfitions. But in the 
Goſpel God hath declared, char 
his deſign isto train up his Chil- 
dren by Sufferings for their-fature 
Happinels, that through many 
Tribulations they muſt enter into 
the Kingdom of God. And _ 
n 
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find the truth of this by manifold 
Experience, from the firft Ages 
of the Chriſtian Church. St. John 


by Revelation, Beheld a great mul- Rev.7.9- 


ticude, which no Man could number, 
of all Nations, and Kindreds, and 
People, and Tongues, that ſtood be- 
fore the Throne, and before the Lamb, 
cloathed with white Robes, and Palms 
intheir Hands: And they all came out 
of great Tribulation, and had waſhed 
their Robes, and made them white tt 
the Blood of the Lamb: Now lince 
the Crols is an Appendix to the 
Goſpel, we ſhould with more 
prepared Minds ſubmit to it. Be- 
ſides, if Believers then, who en- 
joyed only Star-Light, leis clear 
diſcoveries of the glorious World 
to come, were {o patient and con- 


ſtant in ſuffering for the Truth ; 


How much more ſhould we be 
animated in our Trovibles, to 
| whom 
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whom the Sun of Righteouſneſs ap- 
pears, revealing Lite and Immor- 
cality by the Goſpel ? It they who 
were partakers of the Holy Spirit 
in leſler degrees, were lupporrted ; 
{ſhould nor Chriſtians that receive 
the Graces of the Spirit in richer 


abundance, be more comforted ? 


ſal.14$. 


Thirdly ; All Creatures obey 


the Will of the Creator : All the 
lower Rank, Fire and Hail, Snow 
and Vapours, and ſtormy Winds ful- 


fil bis Word. The Sun Stood 5till ll 


Zoſhua had compleated his Victo- 


ry, it ſtarted back to confirm the | 


Faith of Hezekiah. Nay,(enſible 
Creatures will contradict their 
ownNartures at God's Command. 


| The Ravens fed Elias, and the 


Lions {pared Daniel. .” And Crea- 
tures of the Superior Order exact- 
ly fulfil bis Will.” The Angels that 
excel in ſtrength,” do- his Command- 

ments : 


Plealure, 
Creatures, who are under lefs Ob- 
ligarions, and cxnnot underſtand 
their Duty ; if Superior Creatures 
that excel os in' Nobility of 'Na- 
ture, and Dignity of State, per- 


 fealy obey God : ſhould not their 


example ſtrongly incite us to ſub- 
micto his Will ? 
Fourthly ; It is our moſt glori- 


- ous Perfection to have our Wills 


united to- the Divine Will. In 
Heaven Crace is in its exaltation; 
the Spirits of juſt Men are made 
perfect by their compliance with 
the Divine Will that abſolutel 
governs there. A private Will 
thar compounds with-God: upon 
ſordid Capiculations, that excepts 
I againſt 


— 
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againſt doing or ſuffering what is 
diſtaſteful and harſh co the carnal 
part, How unreaſonable, how 
degenerous and baſe is ic * Bur 
when the Will is obedient, en- 
larged and uniform with God, tis 
enobled. It our flow - paced 
Thoughts could conceive things 
as eaſily, ſuddenly and clearly as 
the Angels do, .our Minds would 

| ic eff bein the higheſt Elevation: And 

ag Is1t not a more valuable and de- 

qui ſe ſirable Perfeftion to will as God 

Deo tra- does, than to underſtand as the 

aide. ; | 

Gerec, Angels ? x 

Leſides, Patience has a ſpecial 

eminence above other Graces,and 

advances a Chriſtian to the high- 

eſt Honour and Perfection that is 

attainable here. All Graces are 

of che lame Divine Extraction, 

and have the lame general effect 

upoa the Soul : They come from 

Bo : - God, 
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God, and produce a God-like 


Temper and Diſpoſition: Buc 


they are diſtinguiſh'd by their 
Objefts and Operations; ſome 
are Heroick, exercis'd about great 
things, and produce more noble 
Actions : others are humble and 
converſant in meaner things, and 
their Operations are leſs eminent, 
As amongſt the Birds, the Eagles 
fly alofr, and only Roop for a 
great Prey : The Pees fly from 
Flower to Flower, and extra&t a 
little Dew; bur 'ris all Honey. Ic 
is the Counſel of St. James to the 
afflited, Let Patience have ber per- 
fe Work, in bearing Aﬀictions 
though heavy and continued, that 
you may be perſefs, and entire, wanting 
nothing. A ſingular Perfection 
and Encomium is attributed to 
Patience, in thar the trial and ex- 
erciſe of ic is the moſt difficule 

I 2 pare 
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Heb. 2. 


part of our Duty, and withoux it 
we can neither obey, the Com- 
mands, nor obtain the Promiles 
of the Goſpel. Patience is the 
trueſt Fortityde,, and draws forth 
other Divine Graces in their ex- 
cellent aRtivity. What the temper 
is to material Weapons that are 
blunted or broken in the Com- 
bate. withour ir, Patience is to 0- 
ther Graces, their ſlabeflvy- is deri- 


- ved from it. This was the moſt 


glorious perfeCtion of Chriſt's O- 
bedience, For it hecame him for whom 
are aſl things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many Sons to Glo- 
ry, to make the Captain of their Sal- 
vation perfebt through Sufferings. Pa- 
tience 1s-not only defenſive Ar- 
mour, but has noble Operations, 
When. our Saviour. was nailed to 
the Croſs, and was, the Mark 
whetein all the pailaned Arrows 
; | ; O 
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of Rage and Malice were receiy- 
ed, he ſeemed only to Suffer, yer 
even then performed the moi} 
divine Exploits, and obtained the 
moſt glorious Victory ; he recon- 
ciled God,difarm'd the Law, ſub- 
dued Satan, broke the Gates of 
Hell, deftroyed Death, and ref- 
cued us miterable forlorn Cap- 
tives. Upon this account Chry/0- 
ſtom breaks forth in rapturous Ex- 
preſſions, That our Saviour ſuf- 
tering on the Croſs, was more 
glorious than in his creating the 
World. Thus the Patience of a 
Chriſtian, which in'appeatance is 
only a quiet bearing AMiction 
- | from God, yet produceth many 
: blefled effefts': A Believer, while 
| he feels the weight of God's Hand, 
unceffanly ſeeks his Face with che 
moſt ardent Aﬀections. He'doth 
not murmur againſt che Dilplea- 
| L''1 {ure 
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ſure of God, but mourns bitterly 
that he hath deſerved ic. He ſur- 
renders himſelf ro the Divine 
Pleaſure, which is the pureſt Act 
of Obedience. Ne ſ{ubdues his 
unruly Paſſions, which is a more 
noble Victory than the Atchieve- 
ments of the. moſt celebrated 
Conquerors. 'Tis true,the power 
of Grace is very conſpicuous in - 
reſiſting pleaſant Temptations, 
rhe pernicious attractives of the 
Senſes and carnal Appetites ; but 
more in the Battels of Patience, by 
how much 'tis more eaſy to Na- 
ture to be content without unne- 
ceſlary and ſuperficial Pleaſures, 
than to endure opprefſing and 
painful Evils. 1 will produce an 
inſtance: in both kinds, 1ecorded 
in Scripture; for the Veneration 
and Imitation of -all. The firſt 
3s that of Joſeph, whoſe unſpotted 
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Chaſtiry was diſcovered by m_ 
jefting the' impure delires of his 


Maſter's Wife. Three powerful 


Tempters join'd to draw his Con- 
ſear,” Solirude, Youth, and Solici- 
tation ; Solitade with 1ts Silence; 
is ofren more perſuaſive to the 
commiſſion ofSin than'the ſtrong - 
eſt Eloquence; becaule there be- 
ing none thar ſees, takes away 
the ſhame of being ſeen in guil- 
ty and foul Actions. Youth is 


violent in its Appetites, and needs - 


no intreaties to induce it to grati- 
ty them: The 'Senſual Fancy 
reigns, and has ſuch a raviſhing 
power upon the Will, that to 
corrupt Nature the Temptation 
is irreſiſtible, and wichout Divine 
Strength, an inſtance of overco- 
ming ic, would be as rare as a / he- 
nix in'the World. Beſides, Joſeph 
was her Slave,” and was tempted 
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by intreaties mixt with. intice- 
ments from a. Superiorir , - that 
(like a Bow that draws Strength: 
from its bending) by: making- 2 
ſhow - of {ubjection' acquires a- 
double Empire.. But he had a re-+ 
verence of his invitible Obſerver 
and Judge: How ſhall I do this 

, great Wickedneſs,and ſin againſs Gad ? 
Now Jofeph in the Flower of his. 
Age, was -not embaldened-. by: | 
Solitude, nox excited by:Concu-: 
pilcence,. nor. poilen'd: by the. 
breath of the Bafilick, was an ad-: 

. mirable effe& of - Divine: Grace. 

He preſeryed his ſlacere and con- 

ſtant Innocence, as'the:Sun irs un- 

dchled luſtre in the midfſt- of: all 
the feculent' exhalatipns that aſ- 

cend from the Earth. 1 2 

| The other Inſtance; is Job, 

whoſe Victorious Grace: in the 
compariſon,is more glorious _ 
| that 


- 
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that of Joſeph, for as the lapſes of 

thole who by 'Terrors: and "Tor- 

ments violate the Law, are leſs 
culpable,and more exculable,than 

of thoſe who by Senſual Allure- 

ments | txanſ{gre(ſs, the Divine 
Comm : The Humane Na- x54. 
ture being capable of ſuch dolo- piacer 
rous impreſions/ as infinitely ex- \,;,,",, 
ceed all the Pleaſures of Senfe ; torment. 
and confequentdly the yielding 

from fear of vehement-pains and 
extremeovils,is leſs voluntary than 

what proceeds from the Love of 
Delights ; ſo proportionably thar 
Verrue is more eminent that re- 
mains frm; and preſerves us in 


 qur Duty,, notwithftanding the 


Batteries of extream Evils, than 
that which-preſerves ns by fighc 
from the deceitful fenfirive good. 

The Holy Ghoſt has given us 
a. particular: Narrative of Job's 


Troubles 


«ii. th 
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Troubles; and his behaviour un- 
' der them: _Fhe loſs of a great 
Eftate was but: a preparative for 
worle Calamities; his Ten Chil- 
. dren were all deſtroyed ina day; | 
his Body was covered with Ul- 
cers ; his Wife, that in this deſolate 
Condition was onely: lefr to: al- 
leviate his Sorrows, unſpeakably 
encreas'd them ; yet under this 
heavy weight of Mileries,” he did 

' not. expreſs one  unbecomin 
complaint. His Patience exceeded || . 
all che Pains of his Body, and | 
Griefs of his Mind. Who loves 
(od ſo ardently in his Proſpericy 
as he:did /in his Aflictions ? Like 
Flaming: Torches , [that reverſt, 
the Flame aſcends wich more 
force to Heaven. / St. Auſtm adnii- 
ring his Invincible Temper, ſays,. 
that Job half dead on the Dunghil, 
was ſtronger than Adam, when 
J5S Immortal 
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Immortal in. Paradiſe ; for with 
Indignatjon he. repuls'd his Wite, 
who was Satan's. Inſtrument to 
tempt him to Deſpair, and Bla(- . 
phemy. , How graceful and ami- 
able a Speftacle. 1s a patient Saint 2. 
He attracts. the Eye and Heart of 
God himſelf... What an_ honou- 
rable Teſtimony proceeded from 
his Mouth, concerning 7ob., to 
vindicate his Sincerity from the 
malice of the Accuſer.? Haſt thou Job 2. 3. 
ſeen my Servant Job, that there us none 
like him on the Earth? Unparallel'd 
Saint ! who endured ſuch a 
ſucceſſion , of Tragical _ Events 
wich , humility, and ſubmiſſion ! 
The ative holinels of, his Proſ- 
perous Life, is not recorded with . 
that Nate of eminency and admi- 
ration, as. his Patient, Sufferings, 
for which . he is : univerſally 
Crowned. .with- thz; Praiſes of 
| the 
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PE 


the 'Saints in all Ages. e have 
heard of the Patience of Job ! He 
is a ſpectacle: that draws the 
rds of all, more famous for 
hi Parience than his Miſery. *Tis 
= faying of the Platonick Philo- 
he ie away from the Life 
roads the Tyrants he ſup- 
R and the fierce Beafts he ſlew, 
is Travels and Combars wherein 
his Contage was exercifed and 
appear'd, and yoit leffen his Ver- 
eue, the Hero is loſt; He thatin 
the Opinion ' of the Hearhen 
World deferved a Deity, and is 
crowned with 'Stars in Heaven , 
wilt not have aſpatk of Glory on 
Earth to preſerve his Fame alive 
in' Memory. This, "take away 
from" 7ob'the Chaldean” and Sabran 
Rebbers; the ſhower of Fire that 
confuritd his' Eftate, 'the Whirl- 
wind raiſed by inferns] Spirits, 


that 
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that deſtroyed his Children, | his 
Difeaſes, and his cruel-Wife, the 
exerciſes of his infuperable-Par- 
ence; and the honourable remem- 
brance of Job is loft. If the-Prince 
of Darkneſs had not tried all his 
Arts and Strength to overcome 
him, and had not been foiled: in 
bis Attempts, his Crraces. had not 
been ſo illuftrtous. St. Peter de- 
clares, that the:Spirit of Glory, and of 
God, reſts upoy I 
They are the Temples of the 
Holy Spirit, the Eternal Deity, 
wherein he diſplays his Divine 


Vertue and Glorious Power, In. 


ſhort, God uſually conduds' his 
People to the ſublimeſt degrees 
of Crrace andGlory by Suffering; 
the more they are tryediand Te- 
fined, the brighter their Crown 
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© $.:Tis our Felicity quietly to 
reſign our Wills to the Bleſſed 
Wilt of God; Patience, conſider- 
ed as a Moral Vertue, frees us 
trom many Sorrows and Vexarti- 
ons that are ſupervenient to an 
Afﬀiction, and are cauſed meerly 
from the Diſtemper, and unquiet 
diſorderly: agitations of our own 
Paſſions ' Nature inftrufts a Dog 
by licking his Wound to heal it, a 
lively Emblem of che healiog 
operation of diſcreet Patience to 
the Aﬀidted Spiric. Patience 
lines the Yoke, and makes it (oft- 
er and morecaly to us. Beſides, 
an; humble and full Submiſſion. 
to the Will of God, as the Rule of 
Goodnels, brings down the Peace 
and Joy of Paradiſe into our 
Souls. The glorified Saints are 
raiſed above all Diſaſters and 
Troubles ; nothing can diſturb 
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the ſerenity , or ſtain the purity 
of their ſtate ; From this Princi- 
ple of PerfeCtion. and Felicity,, 
that God's Will is always-accom- 
pliſhed, to which their Wills are 
intirely ſubordinate, in obedience 
to his Authority, and by their 
proper inclination. As the Wa- 
ters which in the Creation God 
tranſported above the Heavens , 
are not moved as thoſe here be- 
low by the furious agitation of 
the Winds, but as if they were 
of a Caleſtial nature, have the 
ſame regular motion with the 
Heavens. The Angels , whole 
Zeal for the Honour of God, and 
Love to the Souls of Men is in- 
comparable, yet they ſee the 
Rebellion of his SubjeQs, where- 
by his Glory is obſcured, and the 
final deſtruftion of Rebellious 
Sinners, without the leaſt dimi- 

nution 
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nution of there Felicity, becauſe 
they always 2cquielee in the Di- 
vine Will; that orders all thirigs. 
for the beft end. And' fo far as 
our Wills are complying withthe 
Divine'Will, we enjoy 2 tranquil- 
liry of Mind, which afflitive ac- 
cidents cannot difquier. Se. Au- 
ft defcribes Bleflednefs ro con- 
| iſt inthe accompliſhment of our 
deſires, and in having only regu- 
lar Defires: Now a Saint whoſe 
VAlt is abfolntely- reſftgned to 
God's Will, has a foretaſte of 
Bleſſedneſs here ; for whatſoever 


happens to hin here, is from 


God's Will that approves or ob 
mitsir, and herein he finds ſaris- 
faction. What a pure undiſturbed 
Pleaſure fprings from this Con- 
fiderarion, thar' the Wiſdom and 
Love of God chuſeth always 
what is beſt for us? This will 

make 
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make us contented in every ſtate, 
even when our Condition is not 
correſpondent with our natural 
Deſires,” 'our Deſires are graci- 
ouſly accorded with our Conditi- 
on. What expenſive Induſtry has 
been uſed to procure -the fancied 
Philoſopher's Stone, that changes all 


Metals into Gold, which it ob- 


rained cannot make us happy? For 
as the natural” heat of the Bo- ' 
dy does not proceed from the 
Cloaths, but from the Body that 
warms them: We ſee Perſons in 
the Fir of an Ague ſhake with 
cold, tho covered with Furs ; So 
true Felicity doth not proceed 
from the ourward Condition, but 
from the Temper of the Miad. 
The Rich often want Content in 
the confluence of all things, and 
are often diſquieted with che fears 
of loſing their Poſlefſions : But 
K -> _ - Apaut 
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Acquieſcence in the Divine Diſ- 
polal always brings ſatisfaction to 
the Soul. 'Tis an inviolable 
Treaſure that cannot by the moſt 
violent Evils be taken from us. 

I ſhall annex two Conſiderati- 
ons more, to ſhew how our Feli- 
city is promoted by our patient 

rings. | 

_ Firſt, *Tis a blefled Aflurance 
of our Eleftion by the molt free 
and unchangeable Love of God. 
The Apoſtle tells afflicted Chri- 
ſtians, That whom he did foreknow, 
be did predeſtinate ts. be conformed to 
the Image of his Son, that he might be 
the firſt-born among many Brethren, 
If we ſuffer wich his divine Pati- 
ence, With his humble and holy 
Aﬀections, 'tis a clear and certain 
evidence that we are appointed to 
reign with him. If we bear the 
Image of our {uffering Saviour in 
our 
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our earthly State, we ſhall bear 
his glorious Image in the Heaven- 
ly. The welk-grounded Hope 
of this is very comfortable in the 
greateſt Aﬀlictions, and will en- 
courage us to perſevere in hum- 
ble Sufferings. For if his ſovereign 
Pleaſure bas ordained us to Eter- 
nal Life, how' juſt is it thay we 
ſhould with an intire and reſigned 
Submiſſion yield up our ſelves to 
the condu&t of his Wiſdom, as to 
the ways by which we ſhall ob- 
rain It ? | 

| Secondly ; By a Filial Submiſ- 
ſion to God's Chaſtiſements we 
have a bleſſed Teſtimony of our 
Adoption. *Tis the Apoſtle's com- 


tortable Inference, If ye endure 


Chaſtiſements, God dealeth with you 
as with Sons, that is, if without 
murmuring or fainting, it with 
that reſpect and ſubjection, that 
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© . 8duetothe high and holy Provi- 
dence of God, then we may be 
aſfured of his Paternal Relation 
to us, and his Rod comforts us, as 
the ſtrokes of it are an Argument 
of his care and love to us. From 
hence proceeds inexpreſlible and 
peculiar Conſolation to afflicted 
Chriſtians :- The ſame AfMiction 
asto the matter and circumſtan- 
ces, may be upon humble meek 
Sufferers, and refra&tory ſtubborn 
Sinners that kick againſt the pricks, 
bur are diſtinguiſhed by the inten- 
tion of (god. They are lent to 
the Humble as Corre&Rions from 
the wile love of a Father, who 
dearly regards their Souls; to the 
Obdurate as Vengeance from 
the righteous ſeverity of a Judge. 
Upon the Humble they fall as ſofc 
as a Shower of Snow; upon the 
other as the Storm of fiery Hail 
. b:' upon 
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upon the Fg yprians : and the Iffue 


of them is as diflerent as Heaven 
and Hell. - f 


Laſtly 3- This ſharp Diſcipline 
continues bur during our Minority 
here, wheti we arrive at the ſtate 
of Perfection we ſhall not need 
it: And this Life is but a ſhorr 
tranſition to the next World. Whar 
compariſon-'is there berween a 
few Years and the Volume of E- 
ternal Ages ? *Tis the ConloJato- 
ry of the Apoſtle, The time ts ſhort, 
let thoſe that "weep be as if they wept 


not. Wirhin a lictle while aflited 
'Saints ſhall aſcend tothe Region _ 
of Bleſſednels, and no Cloud of 


Sorrow, -no Shadow of Fear, no 
Darkneſs of Anxiety, can reach fo 


* high to darken and diſturb their 


Felicity: Weeping can endzre but for 


a Night, and Joy comes in the Morn- 


| ing 
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Ia. 5. 


Jam. 5- 


ing , of the everlaſting Day, Far a 
moment haye I hid my & ace from thee, 
But with everlaſting kidneys will I re- 
ceive thee, ſaith the Lord. Weath is 
the laſt iep out of Mortality and 
Miſery. Beye alſo patient, ſtabljh 
your Hearts for the coming f the Lord 


. draws nigh, 


Secondly; To WE "FRE 
] ſhall 24d Think DireRions, for 
the performance of this hard 
Duty. s 


Dire. 1. A ſtedfaſt Faith in 
the Divine Providence and Pro- 
miſes, will compole the Soul to.a 
quiet ſubmiſſion to God's Plea- 


{ure inthe ſharpeſt Troubles. 


All things are under the inti- 
mate Inſpection, the wile Cons 
du, the powerful Influence of 
his Providence. This is one of 


thoſe 
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thoſe prime;univerlal rich Truths, 
from whence {o many practical 
Conſequences are derived. | By 
vertue of it, we may infallibly 
conclude,that all things that come 
to pals, are dilpoled in the beſt 
{ealon, and belt manner, for the 
beſt ends. If we were admitted 
to the Council of State above,and 
underſtood the immediate rea- 
ſons of every particular Decree, 
we could not be more infallibly 
aſlur'd of the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, the ReCtitude and Equity of 
his Diſpenſations, then by this u- 
niverſal Principle that is applica- 
ble to all Events, as Light co eve- 
ry Colour; that what God ap- 
points is beſt, That we may feel 
the bleſled influence of ic more 
effeQually,; let us conſider that 
divine Providence extends to the 
whole Creation : *Tis infinite, and 
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2 King, 


over-ruling all things. God 1s 
pleaſed to repreſent it in Scripture 
according to the narrownels of 
our Capacity-:- As Eliſha contract- 
ed himlelf to the ſtature of the 
Shunamites Child, applying his 
Mouth to his Mouth, and his 
Hands to his Hands. 'Thus 'tis 
{aid, Herides upon the Heavens, to 
ſignify his abſolute power in or- 
dering all the motions of the molt 
high, vaſt and glorious part of the 
vilible Univerſe. He telleth the 
number of the Stars; he calleth them 
all by their Names. The Stars are 
the brighteſt and moſt active 
parts of the vaſt Region above us, 
and are called the Hoſt of Heaven 
with reſpeCt to their Number and 
Order. God is their General 
and tho they ſeem innumerable 
ro our Senles, yer the multitude is 
exactly known to him, and yields 

| ready 
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ready and entire Obedience. to his 
Plealure. From whence the Plal- 
nult infers, Great us the Lord, and pgy1.14-. 
of great Power, bis Underſtanding us 5- 
infuute. | 
There is nothing in the lower 

World exempted from the Em- 
pire and Activity of God's Provi- 
dence. He is unmoveable, -and 
moves all ; inviſible, yer appears 
in all. The moſt caſual things 
are not without his Guidance, A 1 Kings 
Man drew a Bow'at a venture, with- 32: 54 
out expreſs Aim, but God direCt- 
ed the Arrow through -the Joints 
of Abab's Armour, that penetrated 
ro the Springs of Life. The mi- 
nuteſt and leaſt conſiderable 
things are: ordered by him. A 
Sparrow does not fly or fall with- 
out his Dilpolal. Tis not an 
Hyperbolical Expreſſion of our 
Saviour, bur an abſolute Truth, 

| That 
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| Mat.10. That al! the Hairs of our Head are 


numbred, and mot. one fatls to the 
Ground without his Licence. The 
voluntary and molt indetermin'd 
cauſes of things are under his 
Condu. | The Hearts of Men, 
even of Kings that are molt ablo- 
lute and unconfin'd, are in- the 
Hand of the Lord, he turns them 


according to his Pleaſure ; as the 


ſtreams of Water are by ſeveral 


Trenches conveyed to refreſh a 


Garden by the Skilful Husband- 


man. 

Sin, that is the moſt dilorder- 
ly thing in the World, is not only 
within the compaſs of his Per- 
miſſion, but is limited and diſpo- 
fed by his Providence: And luch 
is his Goodnels, that he would 
not permit it, if his Power could 
not over-rule that Evil,for a Good 


that preponderatesthe Evil. And 


all 
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all afflictive Evils, by his own 
Declaration, are the effects of his 
juſt and powerful Providence. 
Is there any evil in the City, and [ 
have not done it ? His Proyidence- 
is comprehenſive and complete : 
no unforeſeen Accidents in the 
freelt and moſt contingent things, 
no unvoluntary obſtruction in the 
moſt neceſlary things, can break 
the incirene[s, or dilcomipoſe the 
order of his Providence. The 
Lord #s in Heaven, he doth whatſoever 
he pleaſeth in Heaven and in Earth, 
in the Sea and all the deep places. 
How exactly and ealily does he 
manage and over-rule all chings ? 
The whole World is his Houle, 
and all-the ſucceſſive Generations 
of Men his Family ; ſome are his 
Sons and by voluntary lubje&ion; 
others his Slaves, and by jult con- 

| | ſtraint 
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ftraint fulfil his Pleafure. *T'was 
the ſaying of a Wiſe King in- 
{truted by Experience, that the 
| Art of Government, was like the 
laborious Travel of a Weaver, 
thar requires the attention of the 
Mind , and the aGtivity of the 
Body ; the Eyes, Hands and Feer 
are all in exerciſe: And how 
often is the conrexture of Human 
Counſels, chough woven with 
great care, yet unexpectedly 
broke ? So many crols Accidents 
interpoſe, ſo many emergencies 
beyond all prevention ſtarr vp, 
that fruſtrare che Deſigns andf 
Hopes of the moſt Potent Ru-f| 
Jers of this World. Bur God 
ailſpoles all things with 'more 
facility than one 'of us can move 
2 grain of Sand : the Government 
of the World has a leſs propor- 
_ ton to his Infinite Wiſdom, and 
un- 
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uncontrollable Power, than a 
grain of Sand hath to the ſtrength 
of a Man, His Counſel ſhall al- 
ways ſtand; all ſecond Cauſes 
depend upon him in their Beings, 
their agency and influences. No- 
thing 1s executed in this viſible 
Kingdom below, but by exprels - 
Order from his inviſible Court ; 
and all Occurrences are made uſe 
of for the accompliſhing the 
deſigns of his Ele&ing Mercy, in 
the glorification of his Saints. 
Now -all that is comfortable and 
reviving, is contained in this 


_ Principle. If his Providence 


reaches to the Birds of the Air, 


and the Lillies of the Field, much 


- more to the Saints, in whom he 


hath a propriety ; and ſuch is his 
condeſcending Love, and incon- 
ceivable benignity, that he ftiles 
himſelf by the moſt endearing 


relation 


-” 
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relation, their God. They are the 


prime part of his vigilant care. 

"Tis St. Auſtin's affeftionate ejacu- 
O bone lation, O Ommnipotent Goodneſs, that 
_— ſo particularly regardeſt every one of 
ſieunum- Us, as if the ſole objefts of thy tender 
quemque care, and all of us as ſingle perſons ! 
—_— The Sun applies its quickening 
folum 'influences for the produCtion and 
_- growth of a ſingle Plant as par- 
ranquam ticularly asf there were no other 
fngulos! things in the World to receive 


CS: them . yetat the ſametime ir pal- 


lib. 13. ſes from Sign to Sign in the Hea-, 


vens, changes the Scenes of the 
Elements, produces new Seaſons, 
and its active'and prolifick hear 
forms and cransforms whatſoever 
is changed in Nature. This is a fic 
reſemblance of the univerſal and 
ſpecial operations of Divine Pro- 
vidence ; what a ſtrong ſecurity 


doth this give to a Chriſtian in the 
midſt 


TY hs "4 A th. SIR ———— —_— — _— WY _— f" WERE wh _— 


- = 
of Reſignation, 143 | 
midft of all 'Trouble in this-cor- | 

rupt and changeable World ? 
How will it clear the mind from 
thoſe miſerable perplexities, and 
quiet thoſe improvident, precipi- 
cant Paſſions that ſo often afflict 
the afflicted? Whatever Evils befal 
the Saints, are with the Knowledg, 
the Will; and by the efficiency of 
God, materially con{idered; and is 
he defective in Wiſdom, Power,or 
Goodnels,that what he does,cither 
might or ought to be better other- 
wile? Indeed, ſometimes the ſpeci- 
al ends of hisAfMlctin Prorlence 
are in ſuch deep obſcurity, that 
our Line is too ſhort to =—_ 
and the manner how good ſhall 
reſule from Evil is unknown, but 
then we may conclude with evi- 
dence , 'tis As the beſt. When 
(#ſarius a Primitive Saint was 
arguing in himſelf,how that Scrip- 


cure 
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Dial. 1. 


ture could be true, that the Earth 
was'founded on the Waters, how 
the more weightyElement ſhould 
not {mk, and be overwhelmed by 
the other: he ſtopt the courle of 
his Thoughts by this reflection, / 
forgat my ſelf when I ſaid to God, how 
can this be? and admires that which 


he could not comprehend. For in- 


fcriour reaſons we often pray,that 
particular Evils that are near,may 
be prevented ; bur if they overtake 
us, we may be ſatisfied that they 
are appointed by his ſupreme 
Reaſon and Everlaſting Counlel. 
As in a Conſort of Muſick, the 
parts are not formed when they 
are fung, but were compoſed be- 
fore by the skill of the Muſician, 
and every part afſign'd conveni- 
ent to the Voices of the Perſons. 


Thus the various conditions and. 


paſſages of our lives were lo dil- 
poled 
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poſed by the Sovereign'Wifdom 
of God from Ecernity , :and* as 
molt fir for us. Whether the Evils 
proceed more . immediately and 
intirely from his hand,' or bythe 
mrercurrence of fecond' cauſes; 
*is equally certain they come by 
the determinateCounlel and fore- 
knowledg of God. Our Saviour 
anſwers Pate, Thou coutdft have no 
power at all againſt me, 'except*it were 


given thee ' from above.” Alt the 


affh&tive Evils that proceed from 
the malice of Men, and' increaſe 
thetr Guilt and Judgment, are 
ordered by his Providence, forthe 
Spiritual and Eternal Good of his 
People; this conſideration will 
prevent mtich Sin and Trouble 
that the beſt Men are hable to'in 
their perturbations and paſſions. 
There is nothing more exaſpe- 
rates an afflicted Mind than the 

| E of 
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FY þ- that one unjuſtly 


Et ex merito quicquid patiare ſe- 

reudym eſt : 

——Lut venit i pena dolends 
Ven. 


A oahrrogs puniſhment even 
Natureconſentsis to be received 
with-meck ſubmiſſion ; bur ro be 
pacient under unjuſt Perſecurions, 
not... to. be provok't by Injuries 
and Enemies, is one of the hardeſt 
things in.che World, If by a flaſh 
of Lightning, or-by a ſhower of 
Rain, we are blaſted or wer, we 
endure it patiently: ;. bur if one 
_ throw Wild-fire or Water on us, 
we reſent the indignity with An- 
ger and Yexatian. Now, if we 
in our deliberate Thoughts confi 
der, that God not only permits, 


but 


ly 
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but. ſends all the Evils we moſt 


unworthily ſuffer from Men, and 
that he commands our quiet, hum- 


ble behavior under chem,nay,thar 


he will over-rule all ſo as the iſſue 


ſhall be bleſſed, what cranquillicy 
and acquieſcence will icproduce in 
the ſharpeſt Diſpenſarions of his 
Providence ? But on the contrary, 
exclude Providence out of the 


World, and the Mind is involved + 


in Darkneſs with all irs Terrors. 
Atheiſm is the- Gulf of Impiety 
and Infelicity, None ſays, where is 
God, my Maker, that gives Songs in 
the Night, that converts Poiſons 
inco Remedies, the {addelt Evils 
iaro means of the beſt Good, and 
our Afliions into Conlolations. 
He chat lives without God in the 
World, if he loſeth what he luper- 
latively loves, or falls under an 


incurable Evil, has no other re- 
Lz2 medy 


— 
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medy bur a reſolution to, endure 
it as well -as he can: And he is 
extreamly miſerable that has no 
Joy here, nor hopes of it hereaf- 


- ter, nor the encouragement of a 


Heb. i 1. 


happy Iflue'to bear it patiently. 
In conjun&ion with the belief 

of God's Providence,our belief of 
his Promiſes, that his Truth is 
unchangeable > for the perfor- 
mance of them, is requiſite to 
reſerve the afflicted Spirit in a 
calm and ſubmiſſive ſtate. A pre- 
ſent Evil ftrikes the imagination 
and (lenſes in another manner than 
a future Spiritual Good, Now 
Faith #s the ſubſtance of things 
hoped for, &c. it makes inviſible 
things to be the greateſt realities 
co the Soul; the ſteady reliance 
upon the Divine Attributes enga- 
ged them to fulfil his Promiſes 
and is of an iuvincible efficacy 
to 
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to ſtrengthen the Soul in ever 

diſtreſs. 0 Lord of Hoſts, bleſſed is 
the Man that truſteth in thee. His 
uncontrollable power governs all 
the Orders of Creatures, and the 
Honour of his Truth is fo Sacred, 
that Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away 
without the failing of any good thing 
promiſed to his People. Faith afliſts 
Patience; as the Blood that is a 
natural Ballam , flows to the 
wounded part to heal and cpnſo- 


Pſal. 84. 


lidate it, Thele Graces are inle- 


parable, and are recorded with 
{pecial obſervation, as the Foun- 
rains of Courage under Sufferings. 


Flere #s the Faith and Pagience of the Rev. 13. 


Saints ; and we are direfted to follow 
them who through Faith and Patience 
have inherited the Promiſes. Other 
Graces are engaged inthe Chriſti- 
an Combate, and ſtrive for Vi- 
&ory, but Faith and Patience are 

L3 Crowned. 
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Crowned. And to ſuppoxt us in 


' great Troubles, a firm affance j in 


the Divine Promiles as belon ing 
to us is of infinite Moment. 1 wal 


Iſa. 61. Lreatly rejoice, and truft in the Lord, 


I ©, 


wy Soul fhall be joiful in my God. 
The general apprehenſion of 
God's Mercy is inefteftual to lup- 
port us: and to claim a Title in 
him without a real Evidence, is 
vain. But a regular Truſt, an ap- 
plicatiye Faith, in conjuoGtion 
with our fificere performing the 
Conditions of the Promiſes, is to 
a Chriſtian, like the lacred locks 
of Sampſen's hair, whilſt they re- 
mained, hg was invincible, buc 
when cut 'off, he became weak 
as other Men. Our Comforts riſe 
and fall according to the ſtronger 
or weaker degrees of our Faith ; 
Peter walked firm _ upon the 
Waves till he doubted, and then 
be- 
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began to ſink. One of the ſoreſt 
and moſt dangerous Temptations 


of the Aﬀlicted is, that they are 


otit of God's Favour. The Mourn- 
ing Veil darkens the Eyes of their 


minds, that they cannot fee his 


_ compaſſionate Countenance, they 


cannot reconcile his Gracious 
Promiles with his Providenrial 
Diſpenfations; the good things 
he Fath epared for hereafter, 
with the Evil he ſends here. As 
Gideon complained to the Angel, 
If God be with us, how comes all this 
Evil tous ? And the Spirit of Dark- 
neſs takes the advantage of = 
Troubles to tempt ſad Souls to 
deſpondency, asif they were ur- 
terly forſaken of God. If this 
Temprarion prevail, if the Flea- 
vens be 4s Braſs, and the Earth as 
Iron,if no Influences deſcend from 
above,arid there be no Springs be- 

L4 low, 
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low, if Divine and Hiiman Com- 
forts fail, there remains nothing 
but deſperate Sorrow. S, Auſtin,to. 

Reſpon- repel this Tempratian,introducerh 
vs 116: God an{wering the Aﬀiced and 
Heccne Diſcomforted : Is this thy Faith? 
pans Did 1 promiſe Temporal Proſperity to 
rh bod you 5 Were zow made a (hriſtian for 
miſc! Ad this, that you might flouriſh in this 
_ "i- World ? The Faith of our Adoprti- 
fattuzes ON 1s confirmed by his Corre&i- 
9 9 It they are profitable to us, 
— if weare refined, not hardned by 
the Fiery Trial, we have a clear 
Teſtimony of our Intereſt in him. 
'3 T will bring them through the Fire, and 
they ſhall be refined 45 $ ver and Gold 
i tryed ; and they ſel Ih ay the Lord is. 
my "I" 

Briefly, Letus frengrhen our 
Faith of the glorious State,and our 
Iuleton,and it will make us firm. 
againſt all the violent Impreſſions 
YG D NET -- of 
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of Advyerfity ; it will produce a 
joyful exultation even in the affli- 
Red State, The Chriſtian that 
with ſtedfaſt Faich, and attentive 
Conlideration, looks on the ine- 
ſtimable, infinite Feliciry, is re- 
gardle(s of all things in the World- 
in compariſon with it. Sacred Hi- 
{tory reports of Saul the Perſecu- 
ror, Who was transformed into an. 
Apoltle, thata ſudden Light from 
Heaven of that exceſſive bright- 
nels encompaſſed him, that he was 
p {truck blind, and ſaw no Man: 
T his may be eafily and juſtly ap- 
[ plied to every lincere Believer in 
{ | amoralſence; the firſt effte& of 
the ſpiritual Light that ſhines in 
the Eyes of his Mind, and diſco- 
vers unſeen eternal things, is to 
darken his fight of the things that 
are temporal : Even the greateſt 
things here are not of ſuch mo- 
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patent 
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ment as to allure: or terrify him 
from profecuting his bleſled End. 
St, Peter declares of perlecuted 
Chriſtians, That believing they rejoice 
with Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 
'The Martyrs dearly embraced the 
Croſs of Chriſt, and prized the 
Thorns of his Crown, more than 
all the Roſes of Pleature, than all 
the Diadems of earthly Dignity, 
in expeFation of the blefledReward. 
Tertullian wrote to the noble Con- 
feſfors of Chriſt that were impri- 
ſoned in Africa, How willingly 
would we change our Proſperity with 


your precious . Miſeries ? It weak na- 


ture be fenſible of your hard Re- 
ſtraint and Sufferings, take flight 
by your Thoughts to Paradile. 
'Fhe Perfecurors cannot Jay. Fer- 
ters upon your Spirits, but when 


fſpiritu, ſpatiare ſpirnn. Nihil crus ſentit in nervo cum 
animw in celo eff, Ad Martyr. 


you 
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you pleaſe you may aſcend to the 
Kingdomof God,where you ſhall 
reign for ever. ln the mean time 
counterpoile the Darknels, and 
Scraitnels, the Loathlomnels and 
Suffterings of your Prilon,with the 
Light aod- Amplitude, the Riches 
and Abundance;the Joy and Glo- 
ry of the Celeſtial Kingdom, 
which no Words are {ignificant e- 
nough. or worthy to expreſs. A H—_ 
Saint whoſe Bleſledneſs is in Hea- ,| = 
ven, cannot be made utterly un- c/atio- 
happy by Afﬀidtions on Earth. GO 
He will ſerve God with as much F way 
Love and as good a Will, when _ by 


poor, deſpiſed, diſconfolate, as F vos, 
in a flouriſhing condition, and 7” b«- 
with this peculiar ſatisfaCtion,that '0,;1,.. 
his ſincerity is then moſt evident : ad Chri- 


For the Servicethat is without re- #72" 
quid ad 


DeiServos *' quos Paradiſus imvitat,, quos gratia omnis » 


& copia: Regni celeſtis expettar ? Cypr. cont. Demet. 
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encouraged by 


ſpe& to a preſent Sallary, is not 
baſe and mercenary for a tempo- 
ral Intereſt. Beſides,that Obedi- 
ence is more eminent and accepta- 
ble that is with Sufferings, and the 
Reward ſhall be anſwerable to 
our Obedience. One Draught 
of the River that makes glad the 
City of GJod above, can {weeten 
all the bicterneſs-of the World. In 
{horr, the Chriſtians Hope is in 
the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, The An- 
chor of the Soul ſure and ſtedfaſt, that 
enters within the Veil; it is faſtened 
in Heaven, confirmed by the fide- 
liry of God's Promiſes, and the 
prevailing Intercefſion of Chriſt, 
and ſecurel| us in the midſt of all 
the turbulent Agications in the 
wide Sea below. Hope makes 
us not only patient bur joyful in 
all our Sufferings. A Chriſtian 
.9 bleſſed Hope, 

comes 
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comes with joy to Death, 'as the = 


Door that opens to the Kingdom 


of Glory, and immortal bleſſed- 


neſs. 


— 
x 


Direft. 2. Let God be the ſu- 
preme Object of our Eſteem and 
Aﬀections; and whatſoever Evils 
we ſuſtain, will be made light 
and ealy to us. The Apoftle aſ- 
ſ{ures- us, That all things, even the gg & 
moſt affliing, work for the good of 28. 
thoſe that love God. That Heavenly 
Aﬀection is not only the conditi- 
on that intitles us to that Promiſe, 
that by ſpecial priviledge makes 
all the Evils of this World advan- 
cagious to the Saints, but 'tis the 
qualification by which 'tis accom- 
pliſhed. By Love we enjoy God, 
and Love will make us willing to 
do or {uffter what he pleaſeth, thar 
we may have fuller Communion 

with 
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with him. Jn God all perfeQtions 
are in-tranſcendent eminence,they 
are always the ſame and always 
new. He gives all things without 
any diminution of his Treaſutes : 
He receives the Praiſes and Ser- 
vices: of the Angels without any 
advancage Qr increafe of his Felt- 
city. By polgefling bim, all chat 
is amiable and excellent in-the 


. Creatures, may be enjoyed in 2 


manner incomparably berrer than 
in the Creatures themlelves. His 
infinice Cioodneſs can ſupply all 
our wants, ſatisfy all our delires, 
allay all our Sorrows, conquer all 
our Fears. One Beam of his 
Countenance can revive the Spirit 
dead im Sorrow, and buried in Deſpair, 
The Prophet Jeremy in the Delola- 
clon of bh Countrey, ſupports 


himſelf wich his Intereſt in God, 


Lam. 3. The Lord # my Portion, ſaith my Soul, 
2.4. | 


The 
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The Expreſſion {ignifies cheTruth 
and Strength of his affeionate 
choice of God as his chieteſt Good. 
What Loſs can make a Chriſtian 
poor, whole Treaſure is above? 
Whar Danger anxious, whole 
Heart is faxed, truſting in the Lord? 
What Diſaſter unhappy, whole 
Bleſledneſs is in Heaven 2 What 
Death can deſtroy him, whole 
Life is hid with Chriſt in God? 
Deprive him of all the conteats of 
this World, yer by communion 


with God, Heaven deſcends to 


him, or he aſcends to Heaven, 
where God is all in all : The bleſ- 
ſed Reward is not reſerved whol- 
ly cill hereafter. Divine Joy is 
not deferred till our entrance into 
the Celeſtial Kingdom : There 
tis a refaned Jay from all mixture 
of Sorrow, tis infinitely increaſed; 
there ſpiritual Joy meets eternal 


Joy; 


COME 
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Joy ; but it begins here: The 
gracious Soul has a tafte and ſtght 
how good the Lord is, as an ear- 
neſt of the fulneſs of Foy tm Hea- 
ven. Hope brings fome Leaves 
of the Tree of Lite to refreſh us 


with their fragrancy ; but Love, } 
of its Fruits toſtrengrhen ns. As- 


tranſplanted Fruits, where the 
Soil is defe&tive, and the Sun leſs 


favonrable,- are nor of that Beau- 


ty and Goodneſs as in their Origi- 
nal Comtrey ; ſo heavenly Joys 
in this Life are inferior in their 
degree to'thole of the blefled a- 
bove, bur they are very reviving. 


:. In the multitude of my Thoughts within 


me thy ( omforts delight my'Soul: "Tis 
the triumphant Exultation of the 


_ ' Prophet, Although the Figtree ſhall 
. not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit: be im 


the Vines, the labour of ' the Olive ſhall 
fail, and the Fields ſhall yield no Meat, 


the 


A 


| 
| 


7 | of 'Reſignacion, ij 


461 


the Flock. ſhall- be cut 'off ” from the 


/ 


Fold, and there ſhall: be no Herd in 
the Stalls: 2 Tet will 1 rejoice in the | 


Lord,. I will joy in the God of my 
Satvation. He ſuppoſeth himſelf 


in Extremity, utterly deſtitute nor 


- only of the Refreſhments, but 


mus Sand of Lite; yet he knows | 


how not only to be patient and 
comented, but joyful inthe moſt 


forlorn Condition. Toy is an Af- | 


fection proper to the happy State. 
In the day of Proſperity rejaict. And 
in his deepeſt Afﬀiction he had 


ſuch a Felicity in the favour. of 
God,that no-external want could . 


Sninilhe: ..Fhe Tree of Life 
brought Crondi Fruits for: ever 
Momth ; Our 'blefled Redeemer 
typified by it, has Confolations 
for the moſc deplorable and delo- 
late Condition. If he'(ays to the 
afflicted Soul; I am thy Salvation, 
M and 
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and within a little while chou 
ſhaltbe with me for everin Glo- 
ry, it fufhceth. Rejoice #1 the Lord 
always; again, 1 ſay, rejoice. It is the 
moſt affectionate counſel of the 
Apoſtle. Theſe are not inacceſ- 
fible . heights of Religion, and 

| points of Perteftion, to which 
none can arrive unleſs extraor- 
dinary Saints ; but are the experi- 
mental practice of humble ſincere 
Chrifcians, that ſay with the Pſal- 
miſt, Whom have we in Heaven but 
thee ? and there is none upon Barth we 
defire beſides thee. The guilty 
principle of vexatious dilcontents 
and immoderate priefs, under 
_ outward lofles and troubles, is a 
falſe Judgment ; that God with- 
out the World is not ſufficient for 
our compleat Felicity : Who, un- 
leſs-a Perſon diſtracted. and foo- 
liſh, would ſay thatthe magnift- 


cent 
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centFeaſt of Ahaſuerus, that was 


prepared to {hew the Riches and 


Glory of his Kingdom, was mean 
and-poor, becaule there was not 
ſer before the numerous Gueſts in 
Diſhes of Gold, Graſs and A- 
corns, the Food of Brutes? *Tis 
equal folly to imagine that God, 
whois an infiniteGood, ſuitable to 
the ſpiritual immorrcal nature of 
the Soul, and all-ſufficieac co fall 
the vaſt capacity and deſires of our 
angelical Faculties, the Under- 
ſtanding and Will, by his glorious 
Perfe&ions ; that God, I ſay, 
cannot make us happy in his 
Love, becauſe our lower animal 
Faculties, our Senſes, have not 
in our Communion with him 
what is pleaſing to their carnal 
Appetices. The Spouſe in the Can- 
ticles is repteſented as a Lilly amony 
Thorns, incompaſled and oppreſt 

M 3 with 
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with injurious Enemies, | yet ſhe 
breaks forth in triumphant Joy, 
I am my Beloved's,and he is mine ; by 
an irrevocable donation ſhe gave 
her Heart to Chriſt, 'and recipro- 
cally he gave himſelf to her ; ſhe 
deſpiſed all inferiour things, and 
reſted in his Love as her ſole Feli- 
city. In ſhort, none are concern- 
ed to loſe the weak light of a 
Candle at Noon-day, when the 
Sun pours forth a deluge of Light 
ro illuſtrate all things; and the 
Soul that enjoys the propitious 
Preſence of God, is ſatisfied there- 
with when lower Comforts fail. 


Dire. 3. Let us moderate 
our Valuations and Aﬀections to 
things below. 

1 his is a Conſequence of the 
former ; for if the Heart be full 
of God, it will not admit any in- 

ferior 
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ferior Obje&t to rival him in his 
Throne, If we conſider the yaſt 


diſtance between the Perfe&ions 


of the Creator, and the faint Re- 
fletions of them in the Creature, 
our Reſpedts and Love ſhould be 
accordingly. Reaſon, Authori- 
ry, Example, Experience con- 


vince us that all things below are 


empty Vanities; it is reſtleſs foll 

to ſeek for Happineſs here, and co 
borrow the Language of the An- 
gel, to ſeek the living among the dead. 
If our Felicity be from the Lighr 


and Warmth of Creatures, how_ 


eaſily is it quenched, and we are 
in irrecoverable Darknels? When 
there is exorbitant Love, . and diſ- 
ſolute Joy in the poſleſſing, there 
will be extreme and deſperate 
Sorrow in loſing. One irregular 
Paſſion feeds and maintains ano- 


| ther. + The Heart is diſpoſed to 


M 3 con- . 
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contrary Extremities, and paſles 
from the Fire to th2 Froſt : Fhe 
unequal Spirit {wells or {inks ac- 
cording to the dutward Conditi- 
P-1,m On-It is-the wile advice of the A- 
de adver. poſtle,that we rejoice as if we rejoiced 


. fs mundi nog, and then, we ſhall weep as if 


Ne ſentit WIT 4 


ia & rableor light, according to our 
oo 5 a of..them , anfadif- 
mundoefi. ferency of temper to the things of 
Sia ad this World diſpoſeth to. Self- deni- 
— univerſally, as God's pleaſed 
ro try us. - This was the holy and 
happy temper of David, Surely 7 
behaved and quieted my ſelf as a Child 
' that is weaned of his Mother, my Seu 
& even 44 a weaned Child; indifterent 
to manage a Scepter or a Sheep- 
hook, according toGod'sPleaſure. 
If we can deny our ſelves, weſhall 
humbly yield toGod. It we can 
"raxer & ſay, Not qur Wills, we 

| ſhall 
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ſhall readily repeat our Saviour's 
Submiſſion, But thy Will be done. 


Dire. 4. A prudent forecaſt 


of poſſible Evils as fucureto us, 


arms us with Patience to ſuſtain 
them. Since Man was expelled 
from the terreſtrial Paradiſe, and 
is below the celeſtial, he is liable 
co innumerable afflifting Acci- 
dents. His condition here is like 
an open Sea, ſo voluble and in- 
conſtant, ſo violent and furious : 


Sometimes the Ships are raiſed up- 


on the top of the Waves, as if they- 


ſailed in the Air; and ſometimes 
plunged into the Waters and rea- 
dy to be {wallowed up : Such 
frequent changes happen in our 

Fo eto Eternity, and itis mer- 
Fall, ordered ſo by the Divine 
Wiſdom, that we may ſo uſe the 
World, as not to abuſe it, and our 


M4  felves 
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ſelves by over: valuing and  af- 


feQting 1t. Iris a contemplation 

of Thegdoret,that the Sun and Moon, - 
the moſt glorious Luminaries of * 
Heaven, and ſobeneficial to the 
Farth would be honoured as Dei- 
ties;if they always appeared with 
the ſame invariable tenour of 
Light : And therefore God wiſely 
diſpoſed of their Motions, that ar 
the revolution of certain Periods, 
they ſhould ſuffer an Ecliple, thai 
the ignorant World might be con- 
vinced they were but parts of Na- 
ture appointed for the Service of 
Man, andare not worthy of di- 
vine Hondts, Thus we ſee, that 
ofren the brighreſt and fulleſt 
Proſperity 1 is eclipſed, ro convince 
us by the miſerable changes in 
this World, that the beſt eſtate of 
Man is altogether Vanity, and 
that theſe things are utterly inſut- 
| ficient 
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ficient to make us happy, and are 
not - worthy of the chief Regard 
and Aﬀection of our immortal 
Souls. T ofſet our Hearts on them 
15 to build on the Sand, and roex- 
pole our (elves to ruinous Falls b 
every Storm. A ſudden blaſt 
overthrows the Fabrick of Fancy, 
our conceited Happineſs in the 
: | enjoyment of periſhing things. 
| Ourgreateſt Comforts may occa- 
ſion our greateſt Aﬀictions : The 
Glory of a Family may occaſion the 
Grief of it. Now the conſidera- 


; tion of the murable nature of 
- things here below, keeps theHearrt 
looſe fromthem, fortifies us with 


: proper Thoughts to bear Evils 
> that happen, and prevents Diſ- 


appointments, that 15 an aggrava- 
ting circumſtance of our 'Trou- 
| bles, and a great vexation to the 


Mind. The Iſraelites when tranſ- 
| ie ported 
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from the Land of (anaan 
to Babylon, felt the rigors of their 
Captivity the more ſenſibly, in 
thar they were confident in their 
term and ftate in that Land, as 
their permanent Inheritance : to 
be expelled from ſo rich a Coun- 
try wherein they promiſed them- 
ſelves Reſt, was a high degree of 
their Miſery. 

There is indeed a previſion of 
Evils that may befal us, that has 
Torment, 7 00 anticipates and 
exalperates Miſery. Fear, that 


gives the Signal of approaching | 


Evils, often brings more terrour 
than caution, and like a timerous 
Centinel by a falſe Allarm, aſto- 
niſhes rather than prepares the 
Mind to encounter with Danger. 
Our Saviour ſtri&ly forbids ſuch 
perplexing' apprehenſions of fu- 
ture Evils, as moſt unbecoming 

Chri- 
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Chriſtians, who are under the - 
perpetual Providence of their hea- 
venly Father. Take no.thought far ,. - ww 
the Morrow, the Morrow ſhalli take 
thought for the things of. it ſelf. Bur 
on the contrary, to be lecure in 
our Prolperity, as if we ſhauld 
always enjoy a favourable courſe 
ok things, as.if our molt flouriſh- 
ing Comforts did not ſpring may 
an earthly Original, and mig 
be ſuddenly blaſted, or _— pe 
down, is to lay our ſelves open. 
{urprizing Diſorders and Perplex- 


Ries when Evils befal us, 'Tis 


the wiſe Counlel of St. Peter to- 
Believers, Think i not ſtrange cane 1 Pet. 4. 
cerning the fiery Trial, which to '*: 
try you, as if ſome ſtrange thing hap- 
penedto you :, For unexpected A 
verlity falls upon the Soul in ics 
full weight, and ſuddenly over- - 
throws it. Uncomtorrable Acct- 

dents 
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dents ſtrike ro the Heart, when 'tis 
not arm'd to receive the Blow: 
Whereas the remembrance of our 
frail and fickle State, makes us 
leſs troubled in afflitive changes, 
becauſe prepared for what. may 


happen co us. 


Dire#t. 5. Serious and mourn- 
ful RefleQions ypon our Guilt, 


and what we delerve from divine 


Juſtice, is both a Motive and a Means 


ro ſuppreſs Impatience and Indig- 
nation, and to allay inordinate 


grief in our Sufferings. We are 


dire&ed by the wiſe Preacher, In 
the Day of Adverſity conſider : It is a 
proper ſeaſon to review Conlci- 
ence, to ſearch and try our ways, to 
take a ſad and {erious examination 
of our Lives. If God ſhould ex- 
a& the rigid {core of our Debts, 
and make us as miſerable as we 

are 
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tis] are ſinful, yerthere is the greateſt 
7: | reaſon to juſtify him, and accuſe. 
urf our ſelves; much more when our 
us| Puniſhment is far below our Deſerts. 
es,| Humility is the Mother of 
ay] Meeknels, they are Graces of the 
ſame Complexion and Features. 
Our Saviour in the order of the 
n-j| Beatitudes, firſt declared, Bleſſed 
It, are the poor in Spirit,chat have a low 
nef| conceit of themſelves, as no- 
ans| thing in Spirituals, and worſe ©: 
ig-| than nothing in Sin; as empty 
ate of all char 1s Holy and Good, 
re} and compounded of all Evil: 
Ir| And Bleſſed are thoſe that mourn, 
is al in a ſence of their Sins : And then, 
ci-| Bleſſed are the Meek : ' And theſe 
to] are very congruoully joyned, for 
on| Meeknels is a Diſpoſition inſepa- 
ex-| rable from the other. He thar 
2s,| duly conſiders himſelf to be a 
wel wretched Creature, a worthleſs 
are Re- 
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"Rebel, and is humbly and ſor 


— fufftecs what God inflicts. MA bro- 


 Gud, and implies a tender fenle of 


' alluſion to: a broken Bone, that 


' {abmiſſive to God's Will, in al- 
and eaſily managed by the Reins 


rowfully afteRed for his unwor- 
thinels,”” his Paſſions weill be fb. 
duced; and as melted Metal re- 


ceives any form, fo the pacient| 
ken Heart is an acceptable Sarrifice to 


Sin,as the Offence and Diſhonour 
of the holy and gracious God, in 


hasan exquiſite ſenſe of any hurt : 
And it may beextended to ſignify 


a Heart that is compliant and 
lw{ton to a Horſe that is broken, 


of the Rider. Contrition for 
Sin is always joyned with Relig- 
nation to the chaſtizing Provi- 
dence of God. 

Befides, Godly Sorrow will 


leCl 
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-| leſſen natural Sorrow. Sin firſt 
r. | deſervesour Grief, and the ſharp- 
b- 
c 


eſt accents of our Lamentation 
e | ſhould beplaced upon it, and the 
ly more ſenſible we are of it, the 
ws _— will — _ As 
/q | the. opening a Vein ſtops by Re- 
of —_— flax of Blood in another 
ar part; {fo the curning the Stream 
in| of Sorrow,from Afﬀiction to Sin, 
at] is a powerful means co makeit 
e -| ceaſe: There is Health in the bic- 
fy | rernels of Phyſick, and Joy inthe 
14} depth of this Sadneſs. Biiefly, 
1-1 Repencance inclines the Hearc of 
a | God, andopens his tender com- 
| padſions to the Aﬀflicted. We have 
»r | an admirable example of this in 
g- the caſe of afflited Ephraim; upon 
3-1 his Penitential complaint, the 
expreſſion of his Grief and ſhame 
11] for his Sin, Cod graciouſly an- 
\C.| fwers, Is Ephraim mydear Son ? Is je. 31. 


he 20. 
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he a pleaſant Child ? for fince I ſpake 
againſt him, I do earneſtly remember 
hm Fill : therefore my Bowels are 
troubled for him ; I will ſurely have 
Mercy on bim, {atth the Lord, When 
the relenting Sinner is covered 
with Tears, the great Comforter 
deſcends, and brings healing to 
the troubled Waters : this advice 
is more neceſſary for the Aﬀlied,; 
becauſe uſually the ſtroaks of 


Providence are properly a Re- 


proof and Corre&ion for Sin: 
the application of a Corroſtve, 
implies, that ſome corrupt mat- 
ter is to be diſcharged; God is 
provoked by their negle&s, and 
though Love cannot hate, it may 
be angry, and without renewing 
their Repentance, and recovering 
his Favour, their Aflitions- are 
very uncomfortable. "Tis ex- 


| treamly fad to feel the ſting of A 
| | ouilty 
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guilty Conſcience within , and 
the diſpleaſure of God without: 
The Burthen is heavy and oppref- 
fing thatis laid upon a wounded 
Back. It is therefore our beſt Wit 
dom and Duty to ſearch our Hearts 
and try our Ways, that we may di{co- 
ver what is the procuring caufe 4 our 
Troubles, and turn unfeignedly to the 
Lord; This will endear Afﬀigted 
Souls to God, and incline him to 
afford gracious ſupports to then. 
It is true, ſometimes our Suffers 
ings are deſigned for Trial, eſpe- 
cially, when they are for Righte- 
ouſnefs ſake. Counterfeit Coin, 
though with a fair Stamp and In- 
{cription,is diſcovered by the Fire; 
thus meer titular Chriſtians, ſpe- 
cious Hypocrites,are made know 
by Perſecutions : but true ſubſtan- 
tial Gold endures the Fire without 


loſs, and the more 'tis tryed, the 


N more 
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more 'tis refined. Thus the true 
Chriſtian, whom nenher the gain 
of - the World, nor the lols of 
Life can remove from the ſtedfaſt 
owning of the Holy Truth, has a 
clear manifeſtation of his Sinceri- 
ty. And it is a peculiar favour and 

' honour, when God calls forth his Þ 
Servants to the hardeſt Trials for # 
his Names ſake ; 'tis the nobleſt Þ 
way of Service, a ſpecial Confors | 
mity to the Son of God,more gls- Þ 
rious than the relembling his-J- 
power in doing Miracles: In this 

| the Saints here have a capacity of 
ſerving God above the Angels;for 
the obedience of the Angels is al- 
ways joined with theirHappinels, 
but the : obedience of the Saints. | . 
here, is often attended with Ad- 
verlity, and is more valuable to 
them upon that account : As a 
Soldier of Couwage and Generofi- 


TY, 


£ 


of Reſignation, 


ty, when he is choſen from the 
reſt of the Army for ſome bold 


12g 


Exploit, values the choice of the - 


General, as a ſignal mark of the 
eſteem of his Valour and Fidelity. 


\ Toyouit is given, not only to believe, 
Þut to ſuffer for Chriit's ſake. This is 


jult matter of Joy. Innocence 


| with the faithful companion of it, 


a good Conſcience , makes our 


| Sufferings from the rage and vio- 
| lenceof Men, tobe comfortable: 
There may be a Feaſt within the 


Houſe, when a Storm of Hail 
rattles upon the Tiles: But it is 
ſometimes fo ordered by Divine 
Providence, that the Evils we ſuf- 
fer are of a mixt nature, partly 


' Chaſtiſements, and partly Trials. 


This was the caſe of the Believing 


——— 


Filebrews, to whom.the Apoſtle Heb. r2. 


dire&ts his Counſel; their Perſecu- 
tion was from the unrighteous 
EE 
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Pagans for a cauſe purely Religj- 
ous, but 'rwas permitted by the 
righteous God, as a puniſhment 
for their Sins. [And here the Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs is ad- 
mirable, that the ſame AfﬀMiction 
is inſtrumental for the purifying 
of his Servants from Sin, and the 
advancement of his glorious Goſ- 
pel. The firſt and moſt immedi- 
ate effe&t of his Diſcipline, is the 
humbling and ſan&ifying them 
to prepare them for his Love, by 
which they are fortified to bear 
couragiouſly the worſt Evils for 
his ſake. 


' Dweft. 6. Apply the Mind to 
confider the Bleflings we receive, 
as well as the Evils we endure. 
Whilſt the intence Thoughts are 
fixt upon the Croſs, the Soul is 
racke with inward Tortures, but 
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did we turn our Eyes upon our 
Enjoyments, and the Comforts 
thac are interwoven with- our 
Troubles, it would be a means 
not only to compoſe us to Pati- 
ence bur Thankfulneſs. The A- 
poſtle diredts us ts truſt mthe Li- 
| Ving God, who giveth all things 
richly to enjoy. In the pooreſt 
and loweſt ſtate of Life, we have 
many Favours and effects of his 
rich Bounty, and it is the igno- 
rance of our deſervings and of our 
enjoyments that cauſerch Diſcon- 
rent and Murmuring under our 
Troubles. Particularly, this Con- 
ſideration will be effeual to re- 
preſs the Diſcontent that is apt to 
kindle in our Breaſts, _ the 
fight of the different Diſpenlati- 
ons of Providence ; that ſome are 
exempted from the current Ad- 
verſities of the World, and live in 

N 3 ceale 
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eaſe and pleaſure, whilſt we are 
deprived of many ourward Com+ 
forts. Suppoſe a Sick, perſon in 


extream Poverty, were received 


by a rich and liberal Lord into his 
Houle, and convenient Food, ang 
—_ Medicines were provided 
or him,withour his deſert or pol- 
ſibility of: retributian ; Would he 
be {o *oliſh and inſoleat, as tq 
complain of unkind and unwor- 
thy uſage, becauſe ſome others 
inthe Family haye 2 more plenti- 
ful Table and richer Habit allow- 
ed them 2 On the contrary, let us 
look down to thole who are be- 
low us : How many are poor and 
miſerable in the want of all things 
needful for the ſupport of Life } 

How many are under tormentin 
pains, Qr in deſperate ſadneſs, = 
have no taſte and comfort in their 
abundance ? How many are fal- 
len 
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len into deep Miſery, and that ag- 
gravated by the affliting Memory 
of former Happinels? How many 


are ſurrounded by. their, cruel 


Enemies, and ſee no refuge, no 
ſanftuary for their eſcape, bur a 
neceſlity of periſhing? And can 
we pretend a better title to the 

Mercies of God than our fellow- 
Worms ? Our Original is from 
nothing,and our Warks are ſinful, 
that we are not {odelolately mile- 
rable as others, - when equally 
Guilty, is from the rich goodnels 
of God, and ſhould make us 
thankful, 

' Add fuither ; Let the moſt af- 
flited Sainc in the World compare 
his Condition with that of the 
molt proſperous wicked Perſons, 
and the compariſon will be effe- 
ftual to endear God to him, and 
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quict his Paſhons under Suffer- 
ings. 

, The good things of this World 
in their: abundance, variety, and 
excellence, cannot make a Sinner 
wuely happy : the Miſeries of this 
Life in all kinds and degrees, can- 
not make a good Man utterly 
miſerable; nay they are ineſtima- 

| bly more happy in their Sufferings 
than the Wicked in their Proſpe- 
os Hanna rains from Heaven 
while they are in the Wilderneſs, 
ſupports and comforts are from 
the Love of God ſhed abroad in 
their Hearts; and their preſent 
Afﬀictions are a Seed of Eternal 
Joy , qualify and prepare them 
for the Joy of Heaven: Our Sa- 
yiour, from whoſe Judgment we 
xeceive the true Weights and Mea- 
Tures of things, to: regulate! our 
Eſteem and Aﬀe&ions, declares 


—_—— 
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his Diſciples when under the 
ſharpeſt Perſecutions - of the 


Tongues or Hands of their Ene- 


mies, under Dilgrace, Calum- 
nies, Tortures and Death, even 
then -he declares them Bleſſed, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to 


them; & Heaven is ſuch atranicen- 


dent Bleſſedneſs, that the lively 
hope of it as the reward andend of 


. our Aflidtions makes us Bleſſed 


here. And the moſt proſperous 
Sinners, are by the ſame infallible 
Rule, miſerable here; for the irre- 
ſiſtible, irremediable Miſery that is 


ordain'd and prepar'd for them in . 


Hell. They would deceive them- 
ſelves with the Paintings of Hap- 
pineſs, with an ajery imaginary 
happineſs ; whilſt the Senles are 
filled, the Soul is empry ; butthey 
ſhall not long enjoy: the eaſe'vt 
their ignorance and ſecurity ; the 


World 


m—_— 


ES 
—— 


x86 DTheGzeat Duty 


World can do no more to make 
them happy, than if one ſhould 
compound and temper a draught, 
and give it to the Poor and Mile- 
rable, that induces Sleep and plea- 
fant Dreams for a few hours, but 


when they awake they are ſtill 


* 5; duo poor and miſerable. Our Savi- 


ita pro- 
?'”” our pronounceth a Woe to the 


ridere vis Tich and full, to thoſe that laugh now, 
aut fiere? for they ſhall weep and mourn : their 


_ falſe deceitful felicicy will end in 


ſpondeat real Milery. It is FS. 4nſtm's Que- 
_ _— ſtion, Who would not prefer Grief 
rartum With a ſober Mind before the Jol- 


previ”! liry of a Phrenzy > Who would 
cnvittiſſ 
| ma veri« be a merry Mad Man? for heis 


ra ut eli- gnly happy in his Fancy, and fan- 
HOMM cies himſelf ſo, only becaule he is 


ſana men- , 
ze flere , Diſtracted ;, and according to the 
7427! Rules of true Wiſdom, the worſt 


te aliena- : « 
ta ridere. eſtate of 4 Saint, when lamenting 


Tra, 4, ©nd languiſhing under Troubles, 


Epitt. I 
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is more eligible chan the beſt 
eſtare of a Sinner when triumph 


jog in Proſperity, 


——— 


DireF. 7, Laſtly, Frequent . 


and fervent Prayer co the Father 


of Mercies, and God of all Con- 


ſolation, js a bleſſed means to 
ſupporc the Spirit, and make ir 
humble and obedienc ro the Afli- 
ting Providence of God. 'Iis 
Divine. Counlel, Is any Afflitted ? 
let. kim Pray. "Tis Prayer opens 
the Heart, and carnal Grief 
breaths our; Prayer opensHeaven, 
and Divine Joy flows into the 
Saul;the King of Glory keeps na 
State, there is always ealie accels 
to his Throne,and his Ears are al- 
ways open to his humble Sup- 
pliants, His moſt gracious Nature 
inclines him to ſuſtain us in our 
dejeftions, We have a powerful 
Ro; Plea 
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Plea from-his Compaſſions to en- 
courage our Prayers in | eons 
Troubles. He will regard the Pray- 
er of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their 
Prayer. The moſt glorious Actri- 
bute of the Spirit, the Comforter, 
is moſt uſeful and beneficial to af- 
flicted Suppliants; AfMiction is 
the Seaſon, and Prayer the Sphere 
of his Activity. Thar our Prayers 
may prevail, theſe following 
Rules muſt be obſerved. 

1. They muſt be addreſſed with 
an humble cruſt on the Mercies 
of God, that incline him to relieve 


and ſuftain the afflicted. Thus St. 


in Faith, nothing wavermg. We read 
in Scripture of his Bowels,, the 


- light of his Countenance,his melt- 


ing Eye, the ſoft, ſerene, com- 


paſſionate Expreſſes of his moſt 


gracious Nature towards his ſuf- 


fering 


af 


ames dire&ts the Aﬀited, to ask | 


| Jam. 1.6. 7 
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I" | fering People. He doth not efteem 
himſelf more honoured with the 
F” | glorious Titles of our Creator 
| and King, than with che amiable 
I- | endearing Name of our Father ; 
> | and with a confidence becom- 
[- ing that relation, we are dire&- _ 
IS | ed by his Divine Son to make 
© | our requeſts to him. *Tis record- Y:dris 
'S | edof Yuguſtusthe Emperour, that wn 

when one preſented a Petition to Lebron 

him in a timerous and ſhy man- Macrob. 

ner, that generous Prince, whoſe 

Humanity was equal to his Dig- 

nity, was moved with diſpleaſure, 
| aSif it had been a tacit reproach 

that he was of an untractable 

fierce Nature. Thus 'tis a diſpa- 

ragement of God's benignity and 

clemency, when we pray to him 

in a difhdent manner: He is more 

pleaſed in doing of us good, than 

we can be in receiving it. Indeed, 


it 
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if the Promiſes of God did not en- 
courage our Hopes, we ſhould 
not preſume ſo. much of his afte- 
&ion, as to lay the burden of our 
Cares and Sorrows on his Arms ; 
but Heaven is not fuller of Stars 
to enlighten the darknels of the 
Night, thao the Scripture is of 
precious Promiſes for the refreſh-, 
ing the diſconſolate. When the 
Re Church complained, The Lord bath 
14, Is, forſaken me, and my Lord bath for- 
16. goottenme ; What aſſurance does he 
give of his moſt render and un- 
changeable Love to her; (an 4 
Woman forget her ſucking (bild, that 
wld not bave compaſ$ion on the 
Son of her Womb ? yea, they may for- 
vet, yet will Int forget thee: Behold, 
1 bave graven thee upon the palms of 
my bands : If he cannot forget him- 
{lf, be cannot forget his People; 
| 'Tis 
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'Tis his dear Title, Gad that - comp 2 Cor.7. 
forts thoſe who are caſt down. 

Add to this, the intereſt of the 
Saints in Jeſus Chriſt, who ever 
lives to make Interceſlion for 
them. None is more tenderl 
inclined to Mercy,than he that has 
ſuffered Miſery : And he felt our 
Sorrows that he might afford re- 
lief and ſuccour to us. Whilſt 
our Saviour was upon the Earth, 
and was followed by a multitude 
of diſeaſed miſerable Perſops, 
Vertue went out of him and heal- 
ed them all: And hace his Aſceac 
to Heaven,has he withdrawn that 
univerſal Healing Vertue,and lefc 
us under irremediable and.unmi- 
tigable Sorrows? Did his compal- 
fionate Eye regard all that were 
afflited,and are wenow out of his 
ſight ? Then ſuch was his indul- 
gent Hunulity,chat alcho he could 


have 


Wa - 


"192 The Gzeat Duty | 


SS — ee NIEEES 


h = 


———_— 


have performed the Cure by a 
Word, yet he readily offered to 
attend a fick Servant, T1 will come 
and heal bim , and now he is raiſed 
from his humble ſtate on Earth to 
the Throne of Heaven, does he 


diſdain to extend his merciful ' | 


Hand for our Relief? No, his 
Heart and Love is the ſame in 
Heaven as upon the Earth, *Tis 
. true he isexempted from all pat: 
ſionate Frailties, all afMiting Af- 
feRions that are inconſiſtent with 
the Felicicy and Glory of hisKing- 
dom : But he ſtill retains the ſame 
ſolid Love, the ſame God-like 
Compaſſion, the lame ready Will 
to ſupport and deliver his People 
in Miſery. Nay, if the change 
of his ſtate could have made any 
in him, itcould beno other than 
what is recorded to the immortal 
Honour of Yeſpatian, by one = 
pes | ha 
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had experience of his royal Boun- 
ty: That the raiſing him to the x, 
Imperial Throne made no altera- 9*q#an 


| : F K. | * #12 te Mu 
tion in his Breaſt, bue that his/"'- form 


Power was enlarged equal to his:mne am 
Will of doing Good. Our Savi- ?/7*=> 
our in his exalcation at the right proa:p: 


| Hand of God, has all Power e-#-um 


qual to his infinice Love char is," LY” 


; ſuitable to the permanent relation veler. 


between him and the Saints : He 119 
is their Head, and they his Mem- 
bers: And was there ever ſuch a 
Miracle, or rather Monſter in Na- 
ture, that the Head the moſt emi- 
nent part, the Seat of all the Sen- 
ſes, did. not reſent a Wound made 
inthe Foot, the loweſt and moſt 
ſervile part of the Body ? Does it 
not preſently exprels its real Com- 
plaints ? For the natural union of 
the parts, communicates the {ence 
of the pain ſuffered by any to the 
O whole, 


he madam d 
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Non di- 
7 oe 
an{t os 
meos,quid Saints, why my Servants, bur Why | - 

ſervos 
meos, ſed 
114 m8 


whole. And ſuch isrhe ſpiritual 
Union, betweeti the divine Head 
and his Members, that from Hea- 
ven he rebuk'd the.cruel Perſecu- 
tor of the Saints, in language ex- 
refling the connexion of Charit 
banter, himſelf and them, Sal, 
Why perſecuteſt thou me ? He does 
not ſay why perſecuteſt thou my 


me ? Tho he is not capable of any 
ſorrowful lence, yet his Aﬀe&ti- 


pgs ons are quick and vigorous to his 
GUETLS * 
Aug. 


People. If it were poſlible thar 
his Joy, wherewith be is infmire- 
ly blefled, ſhould be increas'd, it 
would be in the effuſions of his 
Goodneſs to afflicted Chriſtians. 


Let us therefore come boldly un- 


to the Throne of Grace, that we | 
may obtain Mercy, and fmd Grace 


to help in time of need. How 


heavy ſocver the Calamities are, 
let 


of UKefignarion, 


ler thett not ſink our Spirits into 


approaches to the Gog| of Conſo- 
lation. 

2. The Prayers of the afflicted 
mult be always with ſubmiſſive 
deference to the Will and Wildom 


of God, as to the manner,the de- 


grees, and time of his delivering 


* them. Afﬀitions are not peremp- 


tory and immutable Dilpenlſati- 
ons, but conditional for holy and 
good Ends, and we may humbly 
pray for their removal. *Tis no 
reſifling of Providence, to addrels 
to the divine Majefty with fre- 
quent and fervent Requeſts, that 
he would pleaſcto take his chaſti- 
zing Hand off from us. Upon Da- 


' vid's humble Prayer, the deftroy- 


ing Angel was commanded to 
ceaſe; in the midſt of Judgment 
Mercy interpoſed, It i enough. Buc 


" 
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we are apt to be impatient in our 
Troubles,and by haſty imperuous 


delires of Eaſe and Deliverance, 


diſturb our tranquility, and' offend 


' God. As thole who are dilealed 


with a Rheumatilm, being worle |. 


in the Night than the Day, impa- 
tiently long for the riſing Sun to 
diſpel the oppreſſing Humors,and 
cheer their Spirits : So in our Afi- 
tions we impatiently renew our 
Requeſts, Lord, Flow long ? Lord, 
make haſte, not repoling our ſelves 
on his Wildom and Goodnels, 
who will do what is beſt for us, 
God is both our Father and Fhy- 
ſician,' and when the corrupt Hu- 
mours are purged away, will give 
Cordials and Reſtoratives to his 
afflicted Children. The Propher 
tells us, He that believes makes not 
haſte,he doth not by undue means 
ſeek to remedy his Evils, nor pal- 

ſionately 
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fionately and unquietly ſollicite 
the accompliſhmentof the Promi- 
ſes before the ſeaſon appointed by 
the divine Decree, for that is to 


_ defire that his Mercy ſhould be 


diſplayed to the prejudice of his : 


Immurability, but humbly waits 
God's Pleaſure. 

3+ Let the main-defires of the 
Afﬀi&ted be for Divine Grace, 
(which is never more neceſlar 
and uſeful than in Troubles) thar 
they may glority God, and obtain 
their eminent End, the Salvation 
of their Souls by them. We are of - 


ten very ardent in our Prayers for 


trivial things, neglecting the moſt 
neceſſary and important. Asifa 
Priſoner loaden with Irons ſhould 


paſſionately intreat,that his Chains - 


ſhould be gilded, not looled. How 
many ſpend their zealous AﬀeCti- 
ons in praying for temporal things, 

3 where- 
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Non au- 


wherein their Happineſs does not 
conlilt. One ct the rea{ons why 
God heaps upon rebelliousSinners 
the good things of this Lite, 1s to 
inſtruct us how deſpicable they 
are in his account, things to be 
thrown away, as he ſeems to do. 
And he often refules the Petitions 


di Dew of his Servants concerning tempo- 
"iſ: 994 ral things : When Pelopidus inter- 


ainum 


ducit ſais ceded with Epaminondas the wile 


beneficits, 


Arab. 


Governor of the Thebans, for the 
freedom of a bale Fellow that for 
ſome Crime was committed to 
Priſon, he denied his Requeſt ; 
and preſently releaſed him upon 
the deſire of a vile Harlot : And 
cave this reaſon, it wasa favour 
not worthy the dignity of Pelopj- 
das, but ſuitable to the quality af 
{uch a Petitioner. 
And ſometimes we pray for 
things dangerous and hurtful ro 
| OUT 


our Souls; and 'tis becoming the 
Providence and Love of our hea- 
venly Father to deny our ill-coun- 
| felled deſires. Let us therefore 
| be more 1atent and importunate 
in our Petitions, that our AMi&ti- 
ons may be ſan&ified,then remo- 
ved. We have neither Underſtan- 
ding nor Strength, how to order 
our lelves, how to bear and im- 
prove great Afflictions. St. Paul 
declares, T have learned in every Con- 
dition t» be content ? By the Revela- 
tion of the Goſpel, and che Holy 
Spirits teaching thart all his earthly. 
troubles ſhould end inthe heaven- 
ly glory, he was inſtructed in that 
| Science of the Saints. We are 
therefore dire&ted, If any Han 
want Wiſdom, that is, how to ma- 
nage himlſelt pariently under Af- 
fictions, let him ask it of God, wha. Jam. 1. 
vives to all liberally, and upbraids not. 
O 4 If 
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if Afflitions are ſore and ſudden, 
it is very hard to compole and 
ſupport the Spirit. The Paſſions 


v 


3 obedient to Reaſon, and by their 
firſt violent Motions ſurprize the 

Mind; . and overcome it before it 
perceives the Aſſaule; he that is 

not/ a Maſter, isa Slave to them. 

Or ſuppoſe no angry Reſiſtance, 

no impetuous Paſſions in the affli- 

- &&edBreaſt; yer the Hearr bleeds 
nedly, ao taints away. David - 

had natural courage to encounter 

a Lion,yet he was lo dilconlolate 

in his troubles that he was fain to 

argue againſt his Sadneſs : Why art 

Pal. 42» thou caſt down O my Soul, why art thou 
diſquieted within me * And having 

railed his wes" 3 yet he 
relapſed to his firſt Faintnefs, cill 

by ſupplies from God he was con- 
firmed in” hope of Deliverance. 


The 
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are Servants of Senſe, rather than 
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The Apoſtle implores the glorious 
Power of God, Thar the ( oloſ-' 
fians might be ftrengthned with all cg, ;. 
Might, unto all Patience, and Long- + 
| ſuffering with joxfulneſs. We ſhould 
| fink under heavy Sufferings, or be 
tired with the length of Miſeries, 
without his immortal Strength. 
Bur if the Power of God aſflilt a 
weak Spirit, it will be finally vi- 
Aorious over all the Evils of the 
World. How many Martyrs of 
the tender Sex, who would natu- 
rally tremble ar a drawn Sword ; 

. yet by divine Supporrt deſpiled the 
Tormentors, and all the Inſtru- 
ments of Cruelty. In them was 
an imitation of that Miracle of di- 
vine Power, when the three Chil- 
dren walked in the midſt of the 
flaming Furnace,untouch'd by che 
Fice, Cod is Rtiled the God of Pa- 
tience and Conſolation. Ir is his lole 

| Pre- 
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Prerogative to comfort the affict- 
ed. 1, even 1,am he that comforts you. 
The Woman in the Golpel thar 
had a bloody Iflue, no human Art 
could aflord her aid and relief : 
And when her Eſtate was waſted 
on the Phyſicians,and her Strength 
by her Dileaſe, ſhe came to our 
Saviour,and by touching the Hem 
of his Garment was prelently hea- 


led. Thus the afflicted Spiric, 


whom no worldly things are able 
ro ſupport and make joyful, finds 
everlaſting comfort in God. He 
ſatisfies the Soul with his Laye, 
and eſtabliſhes this Perſuaſioy, 
That all things ſhall turn for the be 
his People. Now by Prayer the 
divine Power and Favour is enga- 
ged for our ſupport and delive- 
rance. How many Pſalms of Da- 
vid begin in Tears,and end in Tri- 
umph? In his great Exigency, 
when 
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when ready ro be (wallowed up. 


by his Enemies, he diſpatch'd a 
Aying Prayer to Heaven for re- 
lief;, Lord, take bold of Shield, and 
' Buckler, and ſtand #p for my help: 
And the Almighty appeared in 
Arms for his Reſcue. And here- 
counts another blefled experience 


of the efficacy of Prayer, In the pſalzs. 


day when I cryed, thou anſwered'ſt me : 
and ſtrengtheneſt me with ſtrength in 
my Soul. The Affliction was ſtill 


incumbent, but did not over- . 


whelm him : which was a more 
racious teſtimony of God's love, 
than if it had meerly been taken 


away. Iris ſaid of the diſtreſſed, 


They looked to him and were lightned. py, ,,. 
Itis the Perfetion and Propriety 5: 


of the Saints in Heaven to ſee the 
glorious Face of Czod withour 
Veil or Shadow ; but here ſome 
Rayes of his quickning Counte- 


nance 
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nance comfort his afflicted Ser- 
vants, while they lifc up their Eyes 
and Hearts to his Sandtuary,a joy- 
ful Light breaks forth, that leads 
them out of the dark Labyrinth of 
their troubled Thoughts. It the 
Saints remain diſconſolate, it is 
not for want of Mercy and Power 
in God to refreſh their Sorrows, 
bur from negleCting to improve 
their Intereſt in him, and deriving 
_ Spiritual Comforts from his ful- 
neſs by humble believing Prayer. 
When the Diſciples were ſurpri- 
zed with a Storm in the Sea of 7 
berias,they toil'd with hard labour 
to ſave the Ship that was like to 
be over-whelmed by the Waves : 
but all in vain, till by their Cries 
| they waked our Saviour who was 
aſleep in the Ship. He lifts up his 
Head, and the proud Waves preſently 
fink ; he ſpeaks a word of Command, 


and 
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and the boiſterous Winds are ſilent , 
and a great Tempeſt s las into 
a great (alm, This may fatly re- _ 
preſent the afflicted ſtate > 
Chriſtian, their Paſſions ſwell in- i te 
ro a Storm, they are ready to be _ wy, 
overwhelm'd with Troubles, bur ef 
tis becaule Chriſt ſleeps in them; "= 2<< 
they have his Preſence as if they Prog fin 
had ic not,; but earneſt conſtant #««bae 
Prayer wiltawake him, and his 7** 
propitious Prelence will ſecure Chriftu- 
them from Shipwrack, and make 2 
their Breaſts the true Pacifick Sea, is :u 
and bring them ſafely to the Ble(- cor ries. 
{ed Eternal Shore. _ es 
Briefly, God teaches us to pro- 

fit by our Aﬀictions, and this af- 
fords matter of Joy and T hanks- 

iving. The Plalmiſt declares, 
| Bleſſed is the Man whom thou chaſten- 
eſt and inſtrufteſt ont of thy Law. 
The Divine Teacher gives a right 


un- 
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underftanding of Sufferings; for 
what end they are ſent, and teach- 
eth by the voice of theRod to 
obey his Word, He inſtructs us 
in our Duty with thecleareftCon- 
victions, and infuleth pracious 
diſpoſitions {mrable to his Do- 
crine. Hegives directing Light, 
anda ſeeing Eye to perceive it; he 


ments, and prepares the Heart to 
receive them. Now what Paul 
ſpeaks of the Croſs of Chriſt, is 
applicable to the Croſles of the 
Saints: God forbid that I ſhould glo- 
ry but in the Crofs of Chrift, by which 
the World u crncified to me, and1 to 
it. The Crols of Chriſt made the 
Jews and Pagans to deſpiſe and 
reje& the Goſpel, eſteeming it 
to be grols folly to expett a glo- 
rious Immortal Life from one 
who was  ignominioufly pur to 

Death : 


prefenrs Heavenly Encourage- | 
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Death ; yer char was the great 
Argument of the Apoſtles traum- 
pbant Joy, becaule he felt the 
Vertue of it ro unbind the: charms 
of the World, ſo admired by car- 


nal Eyes. He looked upon it with 


the ſame diſafteion. and diſre- _ 


gard, as one that 1s near coping: 
ir appeared in his Eyes rather as a 
loathſom obje&;, than with amia- 
ble qualicies. 

And if the Croſs of a Chriſtian 
be the means of internal Mortifi- 
cation, if thereby this vain decei- 
ving World be rendered con- 


remptible to him, and his Aﬀecti- 


ons are inflamed to things above, 
he will find cauſe to glory in Tri- 
bulation. "To conclude this Ar- 
gument; 

There is no Afﬀidtion how 
great ſoever, though with reſpect 
to natural means unremovable 
and 
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and unmitigable, yert.if it be ſan- 
ified by Divine Crrace,a Chriſti- 
aneven while he is ſo afflited, has 
more cauſe: of Joy than Grief , - 
more. reaſon to. bleſs God for it ' 
thanto repine and complain. Þ - 
| Thedr: £Very thing give Thanks, for this is 
1.5- theWill of God in (hriſt Jeſus con- 
cerning you... He turns Afflictions 
into Benefits; and our affeionate 
Praiſes are- due upon: that ac- 

” COUNT, 


FINIS: 


